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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

September 2026 

Important September Dates at First Church! 
¶ August 26         Voices of Praise Rehearsals Resume at 6:00 pm  
¶ August 26         Chapel Ringers Rehearsals Resume at 7:00 pm  
¶ August 28          Packersô Concessions - vs. Cardinals at 7:00 pm 
¶ August 30   Blessing of the Backpacks; Youth Mission Trip Celebration 
¶ August 31          Green Team Meeting in Room 106 at 6:00 pm  
¶ September 2   Voices of Praise at 6:00 pm; Chapel Ringers at 7:00 pm 
¶ September 5      FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 
¶ September 6   Holy Communion Sunday  
¶ September 6      Packersô Concessions Badgers vs. Fighting Irish - Game Starts at 6:30 pm 
¶ September 7   LABOR DAY - Church Office Closed 
¶ September 9   Close Knit Friends Resumes in the Commons at 1:00 pm 
¶ September 9   Voices of Praise at 6:00 pm; Chapel Ringers at 7:00 pm 
¶ September 13    Lainey Walker Baptism; Special Music by: Chapel Ringers   
¶ September 13    Asbury Club in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 pm 
¶ September 16    October Newsletter Articles and Calendar Events Due 
¶ September 16   Close Knit Friends in the Commons at 1:00 pm 
¶ September 16   Voices of Praise at 6:00 pm; Chapel Ringers at 7:00 pm 
¶ September 19    FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 
¶ September 19    FUMC Serves Fox Valley Community Table Noon Meal 
¶ September 20    Fox Cities Marathon - Watch for Walkers and Runners Today!  
¶ September 20    Special Music by:  Voices of Praise  
¶ September 20    Sunday School Volunteer Meeting in Room 106 Following Worship 
¶ September 21    Missions Roundtable at 1:00 pm  
¶ September 21   Trustees Meeting in Room 106 at 6:00 pm 
¶ September 22    Church Council via Zoom at 6:00 pm 
¶ September 23   Close Knit Friends in the Commons at 1:00 pm 
¶ September 23   Voices of Praise at 6:00 pm; Chapel Ringers at 7:00 pm 
¶ September 24    October Newsletter Assembly in the Corner Lounge at 9:30 am 
¶ September 24    UWF Miriam Circle in Room 106 and via Zoom at 1:00 pm 
¶ September 24    Packersô Concessions vs. Falcons - Game Starts at 7:15 pm 
¶ September 27    Lithuania Sunday  
¶ September 27    Sunday School and Childrenôs Music Rehearsals Resume at 10:15 am 
¶ September 27    Adult Sunday School Begins in Room 106 at 10:15 am 
¶ September 30   Close Knit Friends in the Commons at 1:00 pm 
¶ September 30   Voices of Praise at 6:00 pm; Chapel Ringers at 7:00 pm 
¶ October 1           Deadline for Wills, Trusts, & Memorials Applications 
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Come - Share - Grow - Serve  

Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, August 30th 

Learners of all ages, letôs welcome the Holy Spirit as                        
we walk into a new school year. Join us for worship on                 
Sunday, August 30th for a special back-to-school blessing!                  
Be sure to bring your backpacks, school bags, laptops, pencil 
cases, or lunch bags to worship. During Childrenôs Time,                 
weôll say a special prayer for our students and educators as they 
begin the 2026-2027 school year. 
                 

 

Youth Mission Trip Sunday 
Sunday, August 30th at 9:00 am  

Join us on Sunday, August 30th and hear from our Youth               
Mission Trip participants as they share more about their time 
spent serving and connecting with the community in Duluth! 

 
Lithuania Sunday 
Sunday, September 27th 
Join us on Sunday, September 27th 
for worship led by our Lithuania 
Mission Team and hear them share 
stories about their mission trip. 
 

Voices of Praise  
Rehearsals Resume 
Wednesday, August 26th  
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Contact Micah for more                                  
information or with any questions 
at micahsommer@gmail.com or                  
(765)993-7019. 

 

Chapel Ringers  
Rehearsals Resume                         
Wednesday, August 26th  
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Contact Micah for more                              
information or with any questions 
at micahsommer@gmail.com or                 
(765)993-7019. 

 

Sunday School Resumes 
Grades 4K-8  

Begins Sunday, September 27th 
Sunday School programming for 
the 2026-2027 school year will 
begin on Sunday, September 27th. 
Registration information is now 
available! You can sign up using 
the link in your weekly email                   
or using the paper form found                 
in the Commons or on the                            
Christian Education bulletin 
board. Feel free to email Jessica at 
fumcnm.christianed@gmail.com 
with any questions!    

 

 
Thank you to all of our VBS                     
volunteers! Your time, flexibility, 
and leadership helped make this 
yearôs Vacation Bible School                   
possible. We were so grateful to 
spend a few days with you at               
Rainforest Falls!  

 

 O UR  S UNDAY   
M ORNING  S CHEDULE   

  9:00 am     Worship 
10:00 am    Fellowship Time 

(will only be offered on Sundays                 
when we have a volunteer to host) 

10:15 am    Sunday School and  
                        Childrenõs Music Rehearsals 

                (resume September 27th) 
10:15 am    Adult Sunday School 

                  (resumes September 27th) 
 

Childcare is provided  every 
Sunday morning beginning at 8:45 am 

 

For those who are not able to                                    
attend in-person worship, simply type 
@firstunitedmethodistchurch8790 in your 
Google search to join us on Sundays at  
9:00 am for worship that is being 
livestreamed via YouTube. You may also 
find the link to the livestream on our                         
Facebook page. The recorded services will 
continue to be available both on our 
YouTube channel and on our website 
(www.fumcnm.org).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 www.fumcnm.org 
firstumc@fumcnm.org 

(920)725-0166 

 
 
 
 

Our church office will be                       
closed Monday, September 7th in                     
observance of Labor Day. If                     
you need assistance, please call                     
Pastor Rebecca at (920)319-1413. 



It has been a lot. If you are like 
me, your mind, your heart, even 
your body are still trying to                  
process all that we have                          
experienced in the past few 
weeks with the devastating                    
tornado. And I fully recognize 
that I have not even experienced 
the worst of it. I still find myself 

caught in surprise when I donôt recognize where I am because 
things have changed so much. The report of a thunderstorm 
or strong wind triggers a different reaction within my body. 
Then there is the aftermath - a lot of work being done, a lot of 
communications and planning, a lot of connecting and                   
checking in on people. It is a lot that has me going in many 
different directions. 
 

Though, to be honest, this time of year often feels like that for 
many people. There are the final summer plans everyone is 
trying to squeeze in. Families are out buying school supplies. 
Emails are filling up with information about the start of 
school, sports, and the resuming of other programs. Everyone 
is trying to figure out what their schedules will now look like 
as we move into the fall. It is a lot. 
 

Recently as I was preparing for a sermon on hope, I read                     
a reflection by Jennifer T. Kaalund that suggested hope is 
experienced in those moments that feel overwhelming,                     
exhausting, and stressful. We stop. We take a deep breath, 
and we tell ourselves, ñLetôs begin again.ò As a people of 
faith, we recognize God gives us that gift of renewal, rebirth. 
We can begin again with the assurance that this present stress, 
despair, darkness is but a moment and that God is with us as 
we face what is ahead. 
 

This reflection reminded me of Psalm 46 in which we hear 
the familiar words, ñBe still and know that I am God.ò It is                 
a verse I often pray while taking deep breaths, claiming that 
moment when I just have to stop and breathe during                              
a stressful day. It calms the muscles in my body and grounds 
me back in the presence of God. In and of itself, that is a gift, 
but there is also something powerful when remembering the 
context of this verse, the entirety of the psalm. The very first 
verse declares ñGod is our refuge and strength, and                          
ever-present help in trouble.ò It then goes on to speak of all 
the ways the world seems to be falling apart. The tension 
builds until we hear the invitation - ñBe still and know that                
I am God.ò Be still, take a deep breath, begin again, knowing 
I am your refuge and strength. 
 

It is intended that we remember these words and promise of 
new life as we hear the story of creation or as the resurrected 
Jesus breathes upon the disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit. It 
is again, in the midst of darkness and chaos, fear and death, 
that a deep breath invites in the creating and renewing power 
of God. We can be assured God is with us, still at work. 
 

So, my friends, in the coming weeks and months, in the                     
moments when we are feeling stressed and overwhelmed, for 
whatever reason, let us remember to stop, to breathe, and 
know that God is our refuge and strength. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Rebecca 

 

Come!  
Worship at First Church 
Sundays at 9:00 am  
(In Person and Online)  

 

Drawn In 
God is still at work, and so are we. During the month of                   
September, we begin a new series, ñDrawn In,ò during which 
we remember we are made in the image of God. As such we 
are all creative. It can mean being artistic, but the truth is that 
each of us is creating every day, in our work and in our play. 
No matter how our creativity comes forth, when we are aligned 
with these gifts and connected to the things that excite us, we 
contribute in making the world a better place. As we worship 
together, we will celebrate the work we are called to do as                  
co-creators with God.  
  

Sunday, September 6 Holy Communion Sunday  
       Drawn In: Dream  
                                      Luke 4:13-21  
 

Sunday, September 13 Drawn In: Hover  
          Luke 4:1-13 
 

Sunday, September 20 Drawn In: Risk  
 Matthew 25:24-30  
 

Sunday, September 27  Lithuania Mission Trip Service  
 

 

Our Sunday Morning Schedule 
Beginning September 27th 

 

Our Sunday schedule beginning September 27th will be: 
¶   9:00 am    In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary  

¶ 10:00 am    Fellowship Time* 

¶ 10:15 am    Sunday School 

¶ 10:15 am    Childrenôs Music Rehearsals 

¶ 10:15 am    Adult Class  

We invite you to be here as we come together to learn,                    
to worship, to fellowship! 
 

*Fellowship Time will only be offered if we have                                    
a volunteer to host. Sign up on Sundays in the Commons. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hi Neenah, 
 

I just wanted to say a quick thank you for your continued                  
support of the church here in Pilviġkiai. It was great getting                   
to know some of your members and Pastor Rebecca this                  
summer. We are grateful for all the work that was done on that 
trip and all of the ways you continue to support us in                        
ministry. As always, we keep you in our prayers and hope that 
all is well there with you, too. Thank you! 
 

Joe Riddle 
GBGM Missionary in Lithuania 

 2026-27 Packers Concessions Season Continues! 
Volunteers Needed for Packers Concessions 
Take the Lambeau Leap and become a volunteer today! 

 

Nineteen different volunteers got the football season off to a good start with Shareholders, Family Night, and a Preseason game 
in July/August.  
 

We are now reserving spaces for the 10 games remaining. FUMC members have filled only 1/3 of 152 spots so far! Dates are 
9/6, 9/24, 10/11, 10/18, 10/29, 11/15, 12/13, 12/20, 1/4, and 1/9-10. 
 

See or email (aakmtk@tds.net) Al Kahl for all the details and to reserve your spots.  

Event with game starting time: 

September 6   Sunday   Badgers vs. Fighting Irish (6:30 pm) 

September 24   Thursday Atlanta Falcons (7:15 pm) 

October 11 Sunday    Chicago Bears (3:25 pm) 

October 18 Sunday    Dallas Cowboys (7:20 pm) 

October 29 Thursday   Carolina Panthers (7:15 pm) 

 

November 15  Sunday     Minnesota Vikings (12:00 pm) 

December 13  Sunday     Buffalo Bills (7:20 pm) 

December 20  Sunday     Miami Dolphins (12:00 pm) 

January 4  Monday     Houston Texans (7:15 pm) 

January 9 or 10     Detroit Lions (TBD) 

FUMC Menôs Breakfast 
First and Third Saturdays 

8:30 am 
Come join us for a social breakfast 
at Four Seasons Restaurant,                 
1104 S. Commercial St., Neenah, 
on the first and third Saturday of 
each month. Men of all ages are 
invited to be a part of this group 
so come join us for a meal and         
social discussions. The food is                  
always delicious and the vast                     
topics of our discussions are                      
relevant    and    most   interesting. 

Watch for reminders on the church calendar. Our next social 
will be on Saturday, September 5th. 

 
 

Fox Cities Marathon 
Sunday, September 20th 

The Fox Cities Marathon is                  
taking place on Sunday,                 
September 20th. Please visit https://
foxcitiesmarathon.org/event-maps/ 
for a complete course map and                  
detailed list of road closures and                 
delays. Please be cautious of runners 
and walkers in the road and allow      
extra time for travel to church                   
on Sunday.  
 
 

Beginning Tuesday,                                     
September 8th,  

our office hours will be: 
 

Monday - Thursday  
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

Friday 
Closed 
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Itôs Back to School Time! 
 

Using Scrip to Pay For All                            
Your Anytime Needs is a Great Way                  
to Earn Money to Support FUMCôs 
Wonderful Ministries! Itôs So Easy! 

It is so simple and doesnôt cost you a penny! Just purchase 
Scrip cards for all the places you already do your shopping                
and dining out: the grocery store, gas station, stores at the                  
Fox River Mall, many area restaurants, and the movie theater. 
A Scrip card works just like a gift card, but this card gives 
back a percentage to FUMC. Percentages vary by retailer,  
but every little bit helps! Even if you donôt attend in-person 
worship, there are many ways you can purchase Scrip cards. 
Please call Al Kahl at (920)725-6474 or email him at 
aakmtk@tds.net to decide what is the easiest method for you 
to get scrip cards. You will be helping to keep our ministries 
happening! Thank you to our dedicated buyers for raising 
over $7,000 in 2026 for FUMC through their Scrip purchases 
and $245,000 since the program began in 2007.  
 

Scrip is great and helps make our ministries happen! 
 

If you give gift cards as presents,  
we can get almost any card you need.  

 

 

Make a difference!   
Purchase scrip today! 
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Youth & Family Ministry 
Events this September 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Become a Sunday School                    
or Youth Program Volunteer                   

This Year! 
 

We are still very much in need of adult volunteers to help 
with the following roles beginning this fall:  
 

§ Sunday School Lead Teachers - Help lead a Sunday 
 School class for 40 minutes, following worship. 

§ Sunday Small Group Youth Leader - Come join in the   
         fun and help lead a small group on the 1st Sunday of each  
         month from 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm. (Dinner is provided!) 

 

Please contact Jessica Muller, at any time, in person or via 
email: fumcnm.christianed@gmail.com, if you have questions 
about, or are interested in, volunteering. The wider our pool of 
volunteers can grow, the more Christian Education programs 
we will be able to support!  
 
 

 

There will be a Sunday School                
volunteer meeting on Sunday,               
September   20th   in    Room    106,                
following worship.  
 

Please join us if you are interested in or 
planning to help with Sunday School 
this year! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sonshine Singers and  
Sonshine Ringers Resume  
Sunday, September 27th  

The childrenôs music classes will resume on Sunday,                         
September 27th as part of Sunday School programming each 
week. Our Sonshine Singers (4K-2nd grade) will share in the 
joy of Jesus through singing and our Sonshine Ringers                      
(3rd-5th graders) will find that joy as they share music in their 
chimes and handbell choir! Please contact Ms. Jessica if you 
have any questions about your child participating. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Group: Grades 6-12  
Get ready for First Sundays at First Church and the start of 
Youth Group Programming this fall! Mark your calendars for 
our Small Group Sunday kickoff:  
 

Sunday, October 4th 
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm - Fellowship, food, and fun at our first  
                                  Sunday small group gathering! 

Grow!   
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
In Our Prayers... 

 United Methodist Church 
 Our partner church in Pilviġkiai, Lithuania  
 Methodism in Lithuania  
 Our enemies 
 Government leaders worldwide 
 The jobless, underemployed, and working poor     
 Military personnel & families  
 Racial, religious, and ethnic tensions 
 Continuous gun violence 

 The refugees of war 
 Compassion for people of all faiths and races 
 Repentance for those who stoke hatred and divisions 
 All the trouble spots around the world 
 Refugees displaced by conflict and violence all around                  
the world 
 Children living in poverty 
 Hate crimes 
 Migrants seeking asylum at Mexican/U.S. border 
 Persons struggling with mental illness and their families 
 Human trafficking 
 War in Ukraine 
War in Gaza  
 Genocide in Sudan  
August 16 
Continued prayers of healing for Alyssa as answers continue  
    to be sought 
Comfort for Michelle Woodards' friend Lisa, as she grieves  
    the death of her husband Rick, while also battling cancer 
Prayers of healing for Michelle Markem as she awaits test  
    results in the hospital for brain inflammation and blood clot 
August 9 
Prayers for answers and a path to healing for Alyssa Schafer  
   as she undergoes tests at Froedtert  
Prayers for our community and continued disaster relief  
   efforts 
Prayers of gratitude for the time Dustin Sander was able to  
   spend with his father, Rod, knowing the future is uncertain  
   with Rod's cancer. And prayers for safe travels for Dustin. 
Prayers of healing, strength, and perseverance for Michelle  
   Woodard's friend Rick Rodgers who is in an induced coma  
   with pneumonia due to lung cancer and for his wife as she  
   cares for him while battling her own stage 3 uterine cancer 
August 2 
Prayers for the Shannon familyôs friend Tim Fast, who is 
home after surgery and recovering at Rennes Rehab 
July 26 
Prayers of gratitude for healthcare team that cared for  
   Carolyn Tietje as she successfully received a new aortic  
   valve and pacemaker 
July 19 
Prayers for Lisa Williams as she continues in her recovery  
   from neck surgery and is hopeful for a good prognosis at  
   a doctor's appointment this week freeing her from her  
   neck brace 
Prayers of comfort for the Torkelson and Twichell family  
   as they grieve the loss of Erik Torkelson, just one month  
   after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
Prayers of healing and strength for Teri Shannon's friend,  
   Tim Fast, who is having complications from cancer  
   treatments. Help his pain and his upcoming hip replacement  
   surgery this week. 
Prayers for those suffering from wildfires and working hard  
   to control them 
July 12 
Prayers for Barb Alt to help her find relief of the continual  
   pain she is experiencing 
Prayers for Jeff Adsit, Rita Nokesô brother, who found out  
   he has cancer 
Prayers for Brent Nokes, Ed and Rita Nokesô son, who has  
   severe Lyme disease 

 

Joy for Nancy Berge for tending to the roses and yard work 
June 28 
Prayers for Lorna DeBrouxôs cousin who is waiting for  
   a biopsy result of the pancreas 

 
We Remember With Love 

Ronald Einerson was born Sept. 4, 1932                 
in Argyle, WI to Herbert and Rose 
(Stephenson) Einerson and passed away on 
June 22, 2026 at the age of 93. He                        
graduated from Mt. Horeb High School in 
1950 where he played football, basketball 
and   baseball.   He   graduated   from   UW 

Platteville in 1956 where he played basketball. There Ron met 
the love of his life, Delores Hoesly, and they married in 1956. 
He served in the U.S. Army from 1952-54, part of that time as 
a Morse code operator in Korea. He received his Masters                   
Degree from UW Madison in 1960. 
 

Ron taught History and coached basketball in Cashton,                 
Plymouth and Neenah. His Neenah teams won the state                   
championships in 1975 and 1978. He was named Wisconsin 
coach of the year in 1975 and the Neenah fieldhouse was 
named in his honor in 2003. Ron was selected as a charter 
member of the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 
1979, as a member of the UW-Platteville Hall of Fame in 
1989, and as a charter member of the Neenah School District 
Hall of Fame in 2015. 
 

Ron loved golf and the camaraderie of his friends, Neenah and 
Wisconsin Badger basketball and football games, and spending 
time with his children and grandchildren. He enjoyed time in 
Door County and Florida. He journeyed domestically and                
internationally, not because he particularly enjoyed traveling, 
but because he loved his wife who loved to travel. 
 

His daughters remember him as a loving father with a great 
sense of humor who lived his life with personal integrity and 
who loved his girls equally. They looked up to him as an                   
accomplished speaker and inspirational leader. Ron valued and 
exemplified a strong work ethic, preparation, perseverance, 
teamwork, discipline, class, and character. 
 

Ron is survived by his daughters Andree (Craig) Fredrick of 
Madison, Laura (Mike) Radke, Madison and Leslie (Todd) 
Eberhardt, Orono, MN, his grandchildren Jason and Jordan 
(Natalie) Fredrick, Megan (Derek Polk) and Jenna Radke, and 
Nicholas, Taylor and Tori Eberhardt, and great-grandchildren 
Scottie Fredrick and Bennett Polk. Also surviving are his 
brothers, Mal and Gary, sister-in-law Jan Hoesly, and                            
a number of nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by 
his beloved wife, Delores, parents, sisters-in-law Carol Gruber, 
Vi Einerson and Sandi Einerson and his brothers-in-law, 
Dwight Hoesly and Don Gruber. 
 

The family would like to thank Cardinal View Senior Living 
and Agrace staff for their support and compassionate care. 
 

A Celebration of Life will be held Sunday, September 20, 
2026, at Bridgewood Resort Hotel, 1000 Cameron Way, 
Neenah, WI, from 12:00 pm until 3:00 pm. 
 

Memorials can be made to the Ron and Delores Einerson 
Scholarship Fund https://oacf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/
fund?funit_id=2310 at Neenah High School or First United 
Methodist Church Neenah. To view his obituary and leave a 
memory, please visit: www.ryanfuneralservice.com  
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Serve!   
Fox Valley Community Table  
Noon Meal - September 19th 

Volunteers and Donations Needed 
FUMC is responsible for the noon meal at 
the Fox Valley Community Table on                        
Saturday, September 19th. The FVCT is 
located at St. Paul Lutheran Church at                
200 N. Commercial Street in Neenah 
(across from the Y). Volunteers are                  
needed  from 10:00 am  -  1:30 pm to help 
prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal. Food donations 
are also needed for the meal. If you would like to volunteer 
your time and/or food, please contact Helen Kurka 
at hlkurka@aol.com or (920)810-6717. Monetary donations 
are always appreciated to help pay for food for our meals.    
 

Fox Valley Community Table  
September Collections:  Laundry Soap 

During September, weôll collect laundry soap                
to be given to the folks who come to the                      
Fox Valley Community Table meals. Snap                  
benefits donôt pay for this essential item.                         
Donations can be placed on the Missions table 
in the Commons. Thank you to the many      
FUMC members who faithfully support this     
local mission project!  

 
 
 
 
United Women in Faith 
Thursday, September 24th 

United Women in Faith will meet on Thursday,                               
September 24th at 1:00 pm in Room 106. Please note the 
date. Due to a scheduling conflict, this meeting will be on the                   
4th Thursday in September instead of the 3rd. We will be 
sharing stories of the summer, program planning for the year, 
and finding out how we can assist friends and neighbors in the 
long recovery after this summer's tornado. All are welcome.  

 

Summer Donations to the                   
Fox Valley Community Table     

35 Challenge 
A HUGE thank you goes to all families                 
who participated in the 35 summer                       
challenge! A wonderful variety of items were                           
donated including 35 cans of vegetables,                
35 dishwashing soaps, 35 cookies, 35                  
toothbrushes, 35 toothpastes, 35 packages of 
spaghetti, 35 rolls of toilet paper, 35 cans                 
of tuna, and several donations of $35.00. 

 

Close Knit Friends Resumes 
Wednesday, September 9th 

As we head into fall, Close Knit Friends will 
resume our weekly gathering to share time 
and talents as we work on hand crafted                   
projects. Prayer shawls, hats, mittens, and 
scarves warm hearts and bodies. Knitters               
and crocheters are welcome whatever skill 
level you bring. We can help those who are learning, and we 
are all learning as we try new patterns and stitches. Close Knit 
Friends meets Wednesday afternoons from 1:00 pm to                    
2:30 pm in the Commons starting Wednesday, September 9th. 
Come join us!  
 

September Monthly Mission:   
Second Chance Garage 

Second Chance Garage in Appleton is 
our    September    Monthly    Mission.                 
A working vehicle is more than                  
transportation ï it can be a lifeline to a 
better future. Second Chance Garage is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that 
provides reduced rates on car repairs 
for people who canôt afford large     
repair bills. They also accept donated                     

vehicles, provide necessary repairs, then donate the fully        
operational cars to families in need, veterans, or people                 
struggling with transportation for work, school, or medical 
care. They also provide hands-on automotive training and 
mentorship for teens who need a second chance. By working 
alongside certified mechanics, teens learn valuable trade 
skills, teamwork, and confidence ð showing them that they 
do have options and a future worth fighting for. There are          
several options in which to offer your support. Gifts can be 
put into the offering plate or into the special brown Mission 
envelopes found in the pews, visit our website at fumcnm.org 
and click on the ñOnline Givingò tab, use the Vanco Mobile 
app on your phone, or mail your check to the church office 
with ñSeptember Monthly Mission - Second Chance Garageò 
in the memo line. Donate today ð and help them turn 
wrenches into opportunities.   
 

 
 
 

 

Asbury Club 
Asbury Club will meet at 5:00 pm on Sunday,                               
September 13th for a potluck supper and fun game night! 
Playing cards are available or bring a game you enjoy to 
share. Please bring your plate, silverware, and cup. Ice water 
is provided. All adults are welcome! 
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October Newsletter articles  
are due on Wednesday, September 16th.                   
Please send your articles and calendar events                        
to Amy at firstumc@fumcnm.org. Thank you!  
 

October Newsletter assembly  
is Thursday, September 24th at 9:30 am in the  
Corner Lounge! Any and all help is appreciated!  

Wills, Trusts & Memorials (WT&M)                                          
Accepting Applications for Project Funds               

Through October 1st 
 

What types of funds are available? 
Memorial monies are donated for either a specific purpose or for discretionary use.  
 

¶ Specific purpose funds are just that - a specific purpose indicated by the person or  
   family donating the money.   

¶ Discretionary funds are monies donated by people who want the funds used for 
something that will benefit the church or its members that general church funds donôt cover.   
 

If you have a request for funds that will benefit the church, please pick up a form at the church office, fill it out,          
and return it to the office by October 1st. The requests will be reviewed by the WT&M Committee, with decisions                    
made by mid-October. If you have questions or need an electronic request form, please contact Curt Langacker at (414)795-7293 
or c.langacker@gmail.com. 

¸ƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ tƛƭǾƛǑƪƛŀƛ ǿƘƻ 
ŘŀƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΗ 

and their hopes for the future. Together, we prayed for those who perished, for the families and communities forever changed 
by violence and oppression, and for a future in which such hatred, oppression, and violence are never repeated. Learning this               
history gave us an even greater appreciation for the resilience, courage, and enduring faith of the Lithuanian people. 
 

Amid these stories of hardship, we also witnessed remarkable hope. We experienced the joy and energy                  
of the children at Vacation Bible School, celebrated the unity and cultural pride displayed at Lithuaniaôs 
traditional Song and Dance Festival, and watched with joy as two of our youth from Pilviġkiai participated 
in the festivalôs traditional dance. We were also blessed by the dedication of three young adults who                     
returned to their home church to serve as translators, demonstrating their love for their church and their 
commitment to the next generation of ministry.  
 

We are especially encouraged by one young woman who, after completing her military service, has sensed 
Godôs call to ministry and is now helping lead Bible studies between our churches. Her willingness to serve 
is a beautiful sign of continued spiritual growth, connection, and hope within the Pilviġkiai congregation. 

 
The most profound gift of this experience was the deepening of relationships 
with one another. Each evening, we gathered to share our stories, reflect on 
our faith journeys, pray together, and lift our voices in song. Though we 
came from different countries and spoke different languages, our shared faith 
created a bond of love, trust, and unity that needed no translation. 
 

Throughout the week, we discovered that Lithuanians and Americans carry 
many of the same concerns: economic uncertainty, political challenges, health struggles, and the                  
divisions affecting our world. Yet, beyond those concerns, we found a hope that is stronger than our 
fearsða hope rooted in Christ that connects us across cultures and generations.  
 

We returned home reminded that true mission is not simply about what we do for one another, but about the ways God           
transforms us through the relationships we build together. 
 

Jeanie Kurka Reimer 
In Mission Together Partnership Coordinator | Lithuania & Latvia | General Board of Global Ministries 
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Everybody Needs a Home 
Our community, and many individually,                     
experienced a traumatic EF3 tornado on                 

Monday, July 27th. We witnessed the devastation: houses               
destroyed or uninhabitable, loss of critical infrastructure like 
the Menasha Water Filtration Plant, power poles ripped up, 
and thousands of beautiful trees tossed like matchsticks.                  
We must accept this changed landscape, while we mourn the 
losses and help our neighbors who have suffered so much.  
 

Humans, with our desire to modify or control nature, are not 
often made aware of our helplessness in the face of such                  
power. But storms, floods, wildfires and pandemics have lately 
been reminding us of our limitations. Our planet is changing; 
severe weather has become commonplace and linked to                    
climate change caused by humans. We are not all powerful 
and to think we are is absurd. But we are not helpless, and 
what we do makes a difference.  
 

Our church Green Team was started with the belief that the 
earth is a gift from God, that we have a moral responsibility to 
care for this sacred home. From a study called ñWake Up 
World,ò we learned that climate change and environmental 
degradation of our planet is complicated and will take                          
governments across the globe to cooperate on solutions. But 
that individuals, like each of us, have a part to play. What we 
buy, what we drive, what we grow and eat, how we vote, all 
have impacts on our finite planet. 
  

It is hard to believe that the tornado trauma brought anything 
positive, but out of the devastation many found hope from the 
overwhelming support of neighbors and thousands of                        
volunteers. Ministry groups from all over the nation arrived to 
help, guided by faith, employers sent workers and equipment, 
individuals showed up, donations of cooked meals were                   
provided day after day. Tents erected to shelter donations of 
clothing, diapers, cleaning supplies, people lending generators. 
Mobile Wi-Fi centers provided.  In our neighborhood we met 
neighbors we had not known before but that we will not forget 
or ignore.  
 

We must do all we can to help our human neighbors recover, 
but perhaps, thinking of our other neighbors, the wildlife that 
shares this space with us, would be another way to help us     
recover emotionally. Those trees and shrubs were homes too. 
When we are replanting, we have an opportunity to think of 
what plant species might help the birds and insects (vital for 
pollination and food for birds) that have lost their ecosystems 
too. It sounds like a small thing, but it is not. We have had 
devastating losses of both birds and insects in the last 50 years, 
due to pesticides and climate change but often simply to loss 
of habitat. Experts tell us to look to native trees and shrubs 
first, as imported ones do not support native insects and often 
introduce exotic pests that can devastate our natives (think 
elms, chestnuts and lately ash trees). Good sources of                      
information on how to support our birds, insects and wildlife 
are the groups Homegrown National Park and Wild Ones 
and authors such as the late E.O. Wilson and Doug Tallamy. 
Letôs have this horrible event be a chance to expand our                   
understanding of Neenah and Menasha as vibrant ecosystems 
in our own backyards.   
 

Green Team is a group for those wanting to learn more about 
creation care. Monthly meetings are generally the first                   
Monday of the month at 6:00 pm in Room 106. Due to Labor 
Day, we will meet on August 31st at 6:00 pm and skip the 
September meeting. All are welcome. Check out our bulletin 
board and Green Team library near the recycling area to learn 

more or ask to be included on our email list by contacting 
mkkarth5@gmail.com. 

 

Sunday School Class 
The Gospel According to Ted Lasso 
Starting Sunday, September 27th  

10:15 am in Room 106 
Ted Lasso is a critically acclaimed television show about                       
a successful coach of American football hired to coach a                   
professional soccer team in England, despite the fact that he 
knows nothing about soccer. Yet, he does believe in building 
community and encouraging players to be the best versions of                  
themselves on and off the field. Together we will watch Season 
1 and discuss the places we see  Godôs  love and  presence 
shining through this soccer club. Please be aware this is not a 
class for everyone. There is foul language and adult content so 
it is appropriate for adults and older youth. We hope you will 
join us if you are looking for a reason to laugh and celebrate 
the power of Godôs love in our lives. 

 

Disaster Recovery Update 
Friends, there are a lot of needs in the aftermath of the tornado 
and a lot of different ways that we as a church are seeking to be 
part of the response. Some of them are still unknown or                      
developing. However, I do want to share what I do know. 
 

1) First and foremost, prayers continue to be important.                   
They keep our community in the forefront of our mind,                
reminding us of our care and responsibility for one another 
so that no one feels alone. Our prayers open us to listening to 
the guidance of the Spirit in what we are called to do. 
2) Financial Gifts - we continue to receive gifts for Disaster 
Recovery that can be used in our community to assist those 
who are struggling. 
3) As a church, we have said we are available to host UMCOR 
workers coming from other states. This will mean providing 
space for them to sleep in the church and meals during their 
time in our community. Their presence among us is                        
dependent on many different factors. First, they are waiting 
for a specific invitation from our conference detailing the 
work that is needed. Second, UMCOR teams from other                  
conferences are volunteers and so sometimes it takes time to 
assemble enough people to form a team and find a date that 
works. Thirdly, it is also a challenge as there are now                         
numerous places all over the country needing support given 
the growing number of natural disasters due to climate 
change. However, even when it seems like help is not there, 
it is. At the same time that teams are being assembled grants 
are being written to help fund the work. 
4) You can attend a training that gives an overview of safety 
measures one needs to be aware of when volunteering. You 
are then added to communications of dates and work being 
organized by our conference disaster relief team and can 
choose to be part of this work as your schedule allows. 
Trainings are being planned, and we will let you know of 
those dates and times. 

 

As opportunities continue to be identified we will share them 
with you knowing that we all have different skills and                      
schedules, but a shared commitment to serve our neighbors. 
This recovery effort will be part of our ministry for months 
ahead as this will be a long process. Patience will be vital for 
all of us as there are so many different conversations and                 
actors that influence what work can be done and when.                     
Yet, together as a church we will be able to demonstrate the 
steadfast presence of God in our ongoing work. 

In Mission Together Mission Trip to Lithuania ï June 2026 
First United Methodist Church, Neenah, WI    Royal Oak First United Methodist Church, MI 
Pilviġkiai Methodist Church, Lithuania  Calgary Methodist Church, Brownsburg, IN 

 

This past June, thirteen members of First United Methodist Church in Neenah, Wisconsin,                  
traveled to Lithuania for a life-changing mission experience, renewing our longstanding                      
relationship with Pilviġkiai Methodist Church. We were joined by two members of Royal Oak 
United Methodist Church in Michigan, one member of Calvary United Methodist Church in       
Indiana, and newly appointed General Board of Global Ministries missionaries, Pastor Joe                  
Riddle and his family. 
 

One of the greatest blessings of this journey was the opportunity to share our 13-year In Mission 
Together partnership with these new friends and ministry partners introducing them to the                    
people of Pilviġkiai and the deep relationships that have been nurtured over  the  years. Watching 
our Lithuanian friends welcome them with genuine warmth and hospitality was a treasured reminder that faithful relationships 
continue to bear fruitðcreating new friendships, strengthening our faith together, and expanding God's work across churches, 
generations, and nations. 

 
Since 2013, our In Mission Together partnership has been rooted in faith, shared ministry, and                 
lasting friendships rather than one-time projects. Together, we seek to strengthen one another                     
by sharing our unique gifts, fostering empowerment rather than dependency, and nurturing the                   
spiritual growth of both congregations. Our multi-generational team ï ranging from energetic 8 and 
10-year-olds to enthusiastic adults and retireesð returned home with the realization that the greatest 
accomplishments were not the projects we completed, but the ways God transformed our hearts 
through relationships, worship, and serving alongside our Lithuanian sisters and brothers.  

 
 

Our days were filled from morning until night with meaningful work, worship, fellowship, and learning. Working side by side, 
each person contributed their unique gifts and talents as we painted the church sanctuaryðup to its soaring, cathedral-like ceiling 
refreshing a sacred space that has welcomed worshippers for the past 23 years. We laughed and learned together during Vacation 
Bible School, shared in Bible studies and worship services, went on a cultural field trip together, and enjoyed a memorable 
"Community Wellness Day " where we all experienced simple acts of care and kindness while creating jewelry, colorful glass 
vases, spa activities, and prayer stations. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the most encouraging moments of our trip was witnessing a spark of new ministry begin to take 
shape. During our visit, four local teenagers expressed a desire to start a youth group. One youth shared her 
love for the church where she grew up and her desire to reconnect, while another youth shared honestly 
about being bullied, questioning his faith, and searching for a place to turn. Their openness reminded us of 
the Churchôs vital role as a place of belonging, hope, and spiritual growth. Their desire for connection 
became the foundation for a new youth ministry at Pilviġkiai, which launched in August with the 
hope of welcoming more young people seeking faith, friendship, and community. 
 
 

Beyond these activities, we immersed ourselves in Lithuania's rich history and culture. One of the most  
profound moments of our journey was learning about the Holocaust and the devastating impact of both                 
Nazi and Soviet occupation on the Lithuanian people. We visited the Ninth Fort,  a site where thousands  of 

people were imprisoned and murdered during the Holocaust, as well as a Jewish 
mass grave site near Pilviġkiai, where we paused to remember the thousands of 
innocent lives that were lost. Hearing the moving testimony of one of our                  
Lithuanian friends, whose grandparents were deported to Siberia under Soviet 
rule, made this painful history deeply personal. She also shared about the present 
day, speaking openly about the fear of Russia and the very real possibility that 
Lithuania could once again face invasion. Her words reminded us that for 
many Lithuanians, the history we were learning is not simply something 
from  the  past ð  it  continues  to  shape  their  lives, their  sense of security,    First UMC News -  Page 8 
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The Faces of First Church in July!   

                Singing, dancing, and so much fun at VBS!                            Ms. Denise and Harper prepare dessert for VBS                                       VBS high school volunteers                                       UMCORôs Indiana team came to help our community after the tornado 

                                          Our 2026 Vacation Bible School Crew                                                          Ms. Brittney shares an amazing experiment at Canopy Closing      Pastor Rebecca shares about God's Creation during Bible Adventures       Chloe helps Ms. Brittney                                        

                                                                                                                                                                Celebrating High Five for 35 donations from our friends at FUMC! 


