
  O UR  S UNDAY  M ORNING  

S UMMER  S CHEDULE  
     9:00 am     Worship 
10:00 am    Fellowship Time* 
 

*will only be offered on Sundays                 
when we have a volunteer to host 

 

Childcare is provided  every 
Sunday morning beginning at 8:45 am 

 

For those who are not able to                                    
attend in-person worship, simply type 
@firstunitedmethodistchurch8790 in your 
Google search to join us on Sundays at 
9:00 am for worship that is being 
livestreamed via YouTube. You may also 
find the link to the livestream on our                        
Facebook page. The recorded services will 
continue to be available both on our 
YouTube channel and on our website 
(www.fumcnm.org).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 

 

www.fumcnm.org 

firstumc@fumcnm.org 

(920)725-0166 

Fox Valley Community Table 
Summer Donations and Collections: 
Fox Valley Community Table 35 Challenge  

To help Fox Valley Community Table                  
celebrate its 35th anniversary, we are going 
to continue our 35 challenge begun in                  
June throughout the summer. Weôre asking                
children, families, and adults to collect 35 of 
something to donate to the Fox Valley       
Community    Table.    It    might    be    $35, 
35 quarters, 35 pennies, 35 cans of nonperishable food, 35 rolls 
of toilet paper, etcé There are limitless possibilities!                    
Two families can work together to complete our 35                     
Challenge. Join the fun and support the Fox Valley Community 
Table! Any donations of nonperishable food or hygiene items 
will be appreciated! We will have a Ziplock bag of Skittles 
waiting for you!   

 

High 5 for 35! 
When your family collects 35 items for                
the Community Food Table, be sure to 
ñHigh 5 for 35!ò and take a selfie at the 
Community Food Table Selfie Spot in                  
the Commons. Donôt forget to send your 
picture to Ms. Jessica so we can share it 
with our congregation and celebrate with               
a high five, too! 

Vacation Bible School ~ 2026 

Rainforest Falls:                                                       
Exploring the Nature of God 

 

Sunday, July 26th - VBS Kickoff Celebration                   
at the NEW Zoo in Green Bay  

 

Monday - Thursday 
July 27th-30th (5:30 pm - 7:30 pm) 
Rainforest Falls Adventure Time! 

 

5:00 pm Meal (optional M-Th)  
All children entering 4K through  
5th grade are welcome to join us      
for a fun week of adventure as                    
we step through the mist into                          
Rainforest Fallséoverflowing with 
wild waterfalls, towering trees, and 
colorful creatures. Together, we will 
explore what it means to be                     
rooted in relationship with God,                
our    Creator,    a    safe    place    in                       
lifeôs storms! 
 

Please register by July 12th! Registration forms are available 
in the Commons and on the Christian Education bulletin board. 
You can also register through the link in your weekly email. 
Early registration is appreciated. Contact Jessica Muller 
(fumcnm.christianed@gmail.com) with any questions. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  Non-Profit Org. 

108 West Doty Avenue  U.S. Postage Paid 

Neenah, WI  54956 Neenah, WI  54956 

 Permit No. 15 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

July/August 2026  

 

 

First United Methodist 
Church  Neenah - Menasha 

 

108 West Doty  Avenue, Neenah, WI  54956  
 

(920)725-0166  -  Email - firstumc@fumcnm.org - www.fumcnm.org 

Come - Share - Grow - Serve  

Important July/August Dates at First Church! 
¶ Jun 29-Jul 3 Church Office Closed in Observance of Independence Day 

¶ July 4  Have a Safe and Happy July 4th! 

¶ July 4  FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 

¶ July 5  Holy Communion; Rev. Kevin Dembinski Preaching 

¶ July 12 VBS Registration Due 

¶ July 14 White Nationalism Book Study at The Plaza at 12:00 pm  

¶ July 18 FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 

¶ July 18 FUMC Serves Fox Valley Community Table Noon Meal 

¶ July 21 White Nationalism Book Study at The Plaza at 12:00 pm  

¶ July 24 Summer Asbury Event: Fox Valley Symphony Concert at 5:30 pm 

¶ July 26 VBS Kick-off Celebration at the NEW Zoo from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm  

¶ July 27 Packersô Concessions:  Shareholdersô Meeting at 1:00 pm 

¶ July 27-30 VBS Rainforest Falls: Exploring the Nature of God 

                          5:00 pm - Meal (M-Th) | 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Program (M-Th)  

¶ July 28 White Nationalism Book Study at The Plaza at 12:00 pm  

¶ August 1 FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 

¶ August 2 Holy Communion; Rev. Keith Wolf Preaching  

¶ August 4 Summer Asbury Event: Neenah Community Band Concert at 6:00 pm 

¶ August 7 Packersô Concessions:  Family Night at 7:00 pm 

¶ August 11 White Nationalism Book Study at The Plaza at 12:00 pm  

¶ August 12 September Newsletter Articles Due 

¶ August 15 FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 

¶ August 17 Trustees Meeting at FUMC at 6:00 pm 

¶ August 18 White Nationalism Book Study at The Plaza at 12:00 pm  

¶ August 18 Church Council via Zoom at 6:00 pm 

¶ August 20 September Newsletter Assembly in the Corner Lounge at 9:30 am 

¶ August 25 White Nationalism Book Study at The Plaza at 12:00 pm  

¶ August 28        Packersô Concessions - vs. Cardinals at 7:00 pm 

¶ August 30 Blessing of the Backpacks; Youth Mission Trip Celebration 

¶ August 31 Green Team Meeting in Room 106 at 6:00 pm  

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Friday:  Closed 

VBS Kick-Off Event 
Sunday, July 26th 
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

This yearôs Rainforest Falls Adventure officially begins on Sunday, July 26th. Letôs get 
ready for an incredible week exploring the Nature of God by spending time together at the 
NEW Zoo & Adventure Park in Green Bay! All VBS participants 4k-5th grade will receive 
free admission. Admission rates for additional family and children are as shown below.  
Children 16 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Please let Jessica know if your 
family will be in attendance so we can be sure to greet you that afternoon! 



Let me tell you a storyé 
 

I was taking a walk trying to think 
about what I might write for the  
newsletter, summer trips and the joy 
of reading books or hearing my                  
parents tell stories on the long car 

rides, what symbol of faith and story I might share in                       
Lithuania, thinking about the youth mission trip and the                        
wonderful stories I heard the night before of their experience, 
and thinking about summer worship. Yes, I had a few things on 
my mind. Though I started to notice a common thread in all                
of these different thoughts - stories.   
 

I have always valued stories. Yes, there is something to                  
learning and teaching ideas or concepts. There is a time and 
place for it, but I find stories to be so powerful. It is hearing 
someoneôs story that draws me in to connect and get to know 
them more. It is the Biblical stories that I remember more                  
easily. The sermons that my dad preached that I remember the 
most were stories he told. Through these stories I learned and 
remembered ideas and concepts.    
 

But stories also do connect us with one another. They teach us 
things about ourselves, others, and the world. They help us to 
see things differently. Though what I really appreciate about                  
stories is how they seem to have a bigger impact.                              
We remember the stories we hear and tell much longer, such 
that they continue to shape us well beyond the first time                  
we heard the story. I think it is because stories speak to the 
heart first, and then our head continues to think and reflect on 
the importance of the story. 
 

I think of myself as a storyteller, whether through my                     
preaching, clowning, or even as I teach using TV shows and 
movies to convey Biblical truths. Only the truth is, we are all 
storytellers. In fact, that is what Jesus calls us to be, ñbut you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesseséò (Acts 1:8). Or, you will be my 
storytellers. We tell the story of Jesus and his life, but we also 
tell our own stories and how we have experienced Jesus.                 
For some of us that feels intimidating, but Jesus assures us we 
do this with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

This summer is full of stories. As a church we will be hearing 
and reflecting on some of the stories Jesus told that still have 
something to offer us. I believe Godôs story permeates all of 
life, and so we will listen for Godôs story through a popular 
show, Ted Lasso, that is coming back on popular demand                
because of how it helped people look at the world with hope. 
We will listen to the stories our youth have to share from their 
ministry in Duluth. Our mission trip in Lithuania is full of                
opportunities to tell stories of faith. And I have no doubt, that 
each one of us will experience God in countless ways this  
summer through our adventures, our work, and interactions 
with others. What stories will you have to tell? 
  
Blessings, 
Pastor Rebecca 

 

Thank You! 
Thank you so much for coming out to                
support the Lithuania Mission Team at          
Culvers! Not only was it wonderful to 
see you, but together we raised $1,000 
that evening! We could not have done               
it without you! 

 

 

Greetings 
Fromé 

Summer often brings a 
lot of adventures. As  
you are visiting different 
places, we would love it 
if you remembered the 
church and sent us a 
greeting to  share  during 
worship. It can be as simple as saying "Welcome to First 
United Methodist Church of Neenah-Menasha. We are...and 
we are visiting/enjoying as you name a place you are visiting 
or   an  activity   you   are   doing.   Welcome   to   worship!"  
Videos can be sent to rhenry0674@gmail.com. We look              
forward to seeing all the places our friends go!  
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FUMC Menôs Breakfast 
First and Third Saturdays 

8:30 am 
Come join us for a social breakfast 
at Four Seasons Restaurant,                 
1104 S. Commercial St., Neenah, 
on the first and third Saturday of 
each month. Men of all ages are 
invited to be a part of this group 
so come join us for a meal and         
social discussions. The food is                  
always   delicious   and   the    vast                     

topics of our discussions are relevant and most interesting. 
Watch for reminders on the church calendar. Our next social 
will be on Saturday, July 4th. 

 

Come!  
Worship at First Church 
Sundays at 9:00 am  
(In Person and Online)  

 

Sunday, July 5 Losing, Learning, and Launching 
   Rev. Kevin Dembinski preaching 
 Celebration of Holy Communion  
 Romans 7:15-25a  
 

Sunday, July 12 Hope Never Fails  
   Bishop Dan Schwerin 
 Joshua 1:1-9; Romans 5:1-5; John 21:6b-7 
 

Sunday, July 19 The Unexpected:  
   Parable of the Good Samaritan  
 Luke 10:25-37  
 

Sunday, July 26 The Unexpected:  
   Parable of the Mustard Seed  
 Mark 4:30-32  
 

Sunday, August 2 Rev. Keith Wolf 
 Celebration of Holy Communion  
     

Sunday, August 9  Gospel According to Ted Lasso:  
   Hope That Kills You   
 1 Peter 3-21  
 

Sunday, August 16 Gospel According to Ted Lasso:  
  Be Curious   
 James 2:1-13  
 

Sunday, August 23 Gospel According to Ted Lasso:  
  Got You   
 Romans 12:9-21 
 

Sunday, August 30 Youth Mission Trip Celebration 

Grow!   

Summer Office Hours 
Our church office summer hours are:         
Mon - Thurs 9:00 am - 12:00 pm                       
(closed Fridays), resuming regular                     
office hours of Mon - Thurs 9:00 am -                    
2:00 pm (closed Fridays) on Tuesday,                    
September 8th. 

Summer is Here! 
 

Using Scrip to Pay For All                            
Your Summer Needs is a Great Way                  
to Earn Money to Support FUMCôs 
Wonderful Ministries! Itôs So Easy! 

It is so simple and doesnôt cost you a penny! Just purchase 
Scrip cards for all the places you already do your shopping                
and dining out:  the grocery store, gas station, stores at the                  
Fox River Mall, many area restaurants, and the movie theater. 
A Scrip card works just like a gift card, but this card gives 
back a percentage to FUMC. Percentages vary by retailer,  
but every little bit helps! Even if you donôt attend in-person 
worship, there are many ways you can purchase Scrip cards. 
Please call Al Kahl at (920)725-6474 or email him at 
aakmtk@tds.net to decide what is the easiest method for you 
to get scrip cards. You will be helping to keep our ministries 
happening! Thank you to our dedicated buyers for raising 
over $4,000 in 2026 for FUMC through their Scrip purchases 
and $242,000 since the program began in 2007.  
 

Scrip is great and helps make our ministries happen! 
 

If you give gift cards as presents,  
we can get almost any card you need.  

 

 

Make a difference!   
Purchase scrip today! 

Fellowship Time Hosts Needed! 
We are in need of individuals willing to host Fellowship Time this summer. It does not have to 
be anything spectacular - grapes, donut holes, snack mix. However, we ask that it be served in a 
way that does not invite multiple hands touching the food. For example, it would be better to cut 
up string cheese and place it in a cup with cut up sausage rather than having cheese slices out on  
a platter. For donut holes, toothpicks in the donuts on platters would make it easy for persons to 
grab.  If  you are interested in hosting, you may sign up on the clipboard in the Commons.  If  you 

have questions about what to serve, how to make coffee, what supplies are needed, please feel free to reach out to Barb Alt                 
at balt@new.rr.com or (920)722-1535. 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
In Our Prayers... 

 United Methodist Church 
 Our partner church in Pilviġkiai, Lithuania 
 Methodism in Lithuania 
 Our enemies 
 Government leaders worldwide 
 The jobless, underemployed, and working poor    
 Military personnel & families 
 Racial, religious, and ethnic tensions 
 Continuous gun violence 
 The refugees of war 
 Compassion for people of all faiths and races 
 Repentance for those who stoke hatred and divisions 
 All the trouble spots around the world 
 Refugees displaced by conflict and violence all around                 
the world 

 Children living in poverty 
 Hate crimes 
 Migrants seeking asylum at Mexican/U.S. border 
 Persons struggling with mental illness and their families 
 Human trafficking 
 War in Ukraine 
 War in Gaza 
 Genocide in Sudan 
June 14 
Prayers of celebration for Lydia Walter's 13th birthday  
   this week 
Comfort for Lyn Steffens and her family as they feel the  
   loss of her brother this week 
Prayers for Barb Genett that she may find peace as she  
   receives the love and care of hospice and her family,  
   and peace as she turns to you for guidance 
Prayers for safe travels for those going on the mission trip  
   to Lithuania 
Prayers of thanksgiving for the youth and adults who  
   went to Duluth this past week for a mission trip and all  
   of the prayers and support from the congregation 
June 7 
Prayers for our youth and leaders on their mission trip  
   this week 
May 31 
Prayers for the Duluth community who share in our struggle  
   for affordable housing. For churches and community  
   organizations, that they may be strengthened in their work  
   together of caring for neighbors. Prayers for the ministry   
   of Youthworks as they build relationships in Duluth and  
   communities across the nation, offering mission  
   opportunities that transform neighborhoods and youth.  
Prayers of comfort for Sue Koelper's friend, Diane, as she  
   grieves the loss of her husband this week 
Prayers of healing for Patsy Vegter's cousin, Marena,  
   who is struggling with serious health concerns 
 

We Remember With Love 
Joyce M. Slowatyniec, age 81, of Neenah, 
WI, formerly of Stanley, WI, passed                 
away on Tuesday, June 16, 2026. Funeral 
services will be held at 11:00 am on                      
Saturday, June 27, 2026 at Thorp Funeral 
Home,   in  Thorp.   Leahanna   Krizan  will  

 

officiate and burial will follow in Eidsvold Cemetery,     
rural Stanley, WI. Visitation will be held at Thorp                        
Funeral  Home  on   Saturday  from  9:00  am  until   time 
of service. 
      

Joyce Marie Lane was born on September 7, 1944 in                   
Wabasha, MN, the daughter of Fred D. and Laura C. 
(Mock) Lane. As a young child, Joyce's family moved                  
to the Stanley/Boyd, WI area, where she received her      
education, graduating from Stanley/Boyd High School               
in 1962. She was united in marriage to Theodore J. 
Slowatyniec on September 10, 1962 in Neillsville, 
WI. They moved to Menasha, WI where she held various 
small jobs while raising her children, before moving                    
to Neenah in April 1969. Joyce began working as                          
a nurseôs assistant at Theda-Clark Regional Hospital in 
1970, where she remained until retiring in 2000. 
      

She enjoyed spending time with her family, helping take 
care of her grandchildren, and visiting her siblings. 
      

Joyce had many interests, including; deer hunting,                     
fishing, gardening, canning, raising flowers, taking casino 
trips, and  attending  the HODAG Country Music Festival 
in Rhinelander, WI. 
      

She will be dearly missed by her three sons:                         
Frank Slowatyniec, Mike (Lois) Slowatyniec,                            
John (Roxanne) Slowatyniec, all of Neenah; five                   
grandchildren: Autumn (Kevin) Warning, Robert (Lea) 
Brendemihl, Becky Hansen, Devon Slowatyniec, Isabel 
Slowatyniec; four great-grandchildren: Brayden and  
Kenley Brendemihl, Austin Howard, and Grace Warning; 
one sister, Beverly (Bill) Abramczak of Thorp, WI;                 
one brother-in-law, Don Giwojna of Luttrell, TN; four 
sisters-in-law: Kim Lane of Thorp, WI, Barb Lane                    
of Thorp, WI, Pearl Tomkowiak of Stanley, WI and                 
Cindy   Lane   of   Stanley,  WI;   nieces,  nephews,  other  
relatives, and friends. 
      

Joyce was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Ted, on September 10, 2019; one great-grandson:                  
Christopher Howard; six brothers: Johnny, James,                    
Edward,  Steven,  Robert,  and  Donald  Lane; two sisters: 
Patsy Hazuga and Carol Giwojna. 
      

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the 
Thorp American Legion Post 118, PO Box 421, Thorp, 
WI  54771. 

First UMC News -  Page 10 

 
 
 
 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
Events this Summer 

 

VBS Supplies Needed 
As we continue our VBS prep and 
planning, we are in need of some items 
and supplies to help transform our                  
programming space into the rich and 
restorative setting of the Rainforest!  
Are  you  able  to  help  provide any               
of the following?  

 

¶ Green construction paper packs (12x18 size) 

¶ Brown Kraft or packing paper 

¶ (2) 4ô x 12ô canvas tarps 

¶ Empty paper towel tubes 

¶ Masking tape rolls 

¶ Box of glue sticks 

¶ Green chenille wires 

¶ (4) Washable red ink pads 

¶ Brightly colored artificial flowers 

¶ Large artificial green leaves and greenery 

¶ Blue fabric (used to represent water) 

¶ Pool noodles 

¶ (8) Game cones 

¶ (3) Long jump ropes  

 
Donations can be placed in the Sunday School                                      
room downstairs, next to the craft room, or in the                                     
Corner Lounge. Please reach out to Jessica Muller 
(fumcnm.christianed@gmail.com) if you have questions! 

 
 
 
 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks  
Sunday, August 30th 

Learners of all ages, letôs welcome the Holy Spirit as                        
we walk into a new school year. Join us for worship on                 
Sunday, August 30th and be sure to bring your backpacks                
so each and every student can receive a blessing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Youth Mission Trip Service                 

Sunday, August 30th 

We will also have the opportunity to hear from our Youth 
Mission Trip participants as they share more about their time 
spent serving and connecting with the community in Duluth! 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
In order for our Sunday School           
classrooms to be ready for our                  
students this fall, we are very much 
in  need  of  adult  volunteers  to  help  
as classroom leads! 
 

Sunday School Lead Teachers: Help co-lead a Sunday 
School class for 40 minutes, following worship. 
 

Please contact Jessica Muller, at any time, in person or via 
email: fumcnm.christianed@gmail.com, if you have questions 
about, or are interested in, volunteering. The wider our pool 
of volunteers can grow, the more Christian Education                    
programs we will be able to support!  

September Newsletter articles  
are due on Wednesday, August 12th. Please                      
send your articles and calendar events to                          
Amy at firstumc@fumcnm.org. Thank you!  
 

September Newsletter assembly  
is Thursday, August 20th at 9:30 am in the                         
Corner Lounge! Any and all help is much appreciated!  

The False White Gospel: 
Rejecting Christian Nationalism,                                               

Reclaiming True Faith, and Refounding Democracy 
Book Study Starting July 14th 

Noon at the Plaza 
Through our scripture we hear the message, ñLove your Neighbor.ò Yet, more and more we hear fear, hatred, and violence                
being promoted in society, including by leaders claiming to be Christian. Such rhetoric is threatening community as it                        
propagates white supremacy and autocracy in our nation. Through scripture and the reflections of Jim Wallis, we will explore 
the life Jesus calls us to live and the threat of Christian White Nationalism. 
 July 14  Chapters 1 & 2 

July 21  Chapter 3 
July 28  Chapter 4 

August 11 Chapter 5 
August 18 Chapter 6 
August 25 Chapter 7 & 8 
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Serve!   
 

Fox Valley Community Table 
July Collection - Hygiene/Healthcare Items  

During the month of July, 
weôll collect a variety of 
Hygiene/Healthcare items to 
be given to the guests who 

come to the Fox Valley Community Table for meals.                              
Suggested items include: Band-Aids, antibiotic creams (such 
as Bacitracin or Neosporin), toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, 
and feminine hygiene products. Donations can be placed on 
the Missions table in the Commons. Thank you to all FUMC 
members who faithfully support this local mission project.  
 

Fox Valley Community Table 
August Collection - Toilet Paper/Facial Tissue 
During the month of August, weôll collect 
toilet paper and facial tissue to be given to 
folks who come to the Community Table 
for meals. Snap funds donôt help pay for 
these essential hygiene items. Donations 
can be placed on the Missions table in the 
Commons. Thank you to the many FUMC 
members who faithfully support this local mission project.  
 

Fox Valley Community Table 
Noon Meal - Saturday, July 18th 
Volunteers and Donations Needed 

 

FUMC is responsible for the noon meal on 
Saturday, July 18th at the  Fox Valley 
Community Table located at St. Paul                  
Lutheran (across from the Y). Volunteers 
are needed to donate food for our meal 
and/or volunteer your time to help prepare, 
serve, and clean up after the meal.                           

Monetary donations are always appreciated to help                              
purchase food for our meals. If you would like to donate                               
food  and/or time, contact  Helen  Kurka  at  hlkurka@aol.com  
or 920-810-6717.  

 
A huge thank you goes to everyone who                              
participated in the High 5 for 35 Challenge during 
June! All the donations will be appreciated at the 
Community Table.  
 

United Women                   
in Faith   

United Women in Faith will 
meet the third Friday of the 
month, resuming again in 
fall. All women are invited 
as  we  share  fellowship and 
programs with a focus on mission supporting women and                  
children. Watch for the September newsletter for information 
on when we will resume in the fall.   

Close Knit 
Friends  

Close Knit Friends is a great                 
opportunity for knitter's and  
crafters to meet together.                  
Prayer shawls, baby quilts and 
baby dolls, warm hats, scarves, 
and mittens to donate to                   
Pillars are some of the projects 

we work on. Whether you are a beginning knitter/crocheter or                             
a seasoned pro, you are welcome to join us as we share time, 
humor, and care. Close Knit Friends meets Wednesday                      
afternoons at 1:00 pm in the Commons. We are on summer 
hiatus, but watch for the September newsletter for information 
on when we will resume in the fall.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wisconsin UMC                              
Makes a Difference 

WI Conference you have done it again. You outdid yourself  
by donating more Personal Dignity Kits, Home Care Kits, 
money, and so many more items at Annual Conference                   
this year. There is evidence of the Holy Spirit in the                               
WI Conference. And there is evidence of the WI folks loving 
and taking care of their neighbors around the world and around 
the corner. 
 

At last year's Annual Conference, in two days you provided 
1,340 Personal Dignity Kits. That means someone had                      
shampoo, soap, toothbrush, and toothpaste - basic items they 
were able to have so they would have better health and more 
dignity. You provided 491 Home Care Kits - those buckets 
you've been putting together and bringing in. That means                     
families had cleaning supplies they needed when their                      
belongings were damaged by flooding. And you donated                      
a  total  of  $7,904.00.  For  every $1 spent, $4 of  relief  s sent. 
That's a pretty good ROI, don't you think? 
 

This year, in just one day of Ingathering, you provided                     
2,452 Personal Dignity Kits and 238 Home Care Kits. Did you 
know that Midwest Mission sent almost 500 Home Care Kits 
to Milwaukee last year?! You are helping your neighbors just 
around the corner. And this year in just one day you donated 
$11,050.11. 
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Ah, Summer!  
(A Green Team update) 

Summer is here and we bet you are busy fitting in as much as 
possible while the weather is so glorious: vacations and                    
staycations, sporting events, mission trips, gardening, festivals, 
reunions, boating and fishing, camping, and family visits.     
Never enough time! Green Team members are busy too,                     
so have decided to forgo monthly meetings till fall. 
  

Rest assured, those recycling items you bring to church                
(white Styrofoam, clothing for Community Clothes Closet, 
sneakers, batteries, and plastic bags) are still being transported 
by Green Team volunteers to recycling sites. (Thank you to all 
these volunteers). United Women in Faith will take your used 
plastic gift cards and credit cards for recycling and Green 
Team started our lithium battery recycling events at the 
Neenah Farmers Market on June 20th. We will be there again 
on August 29th, September 12th, and October 10th so stop by 
and see us. Redwood Materials, where we send these batteries, 
is changing their system and will not accept the batteries after 
our October event. It is still very important they are recycled 
so we are looking at our options. More info to come on that. 
 

Thank you to those who submitted comments about their               
interests on the questionnaires distributed this spring during 
worship. Green Team has been considering ways to involve 
more of the congregation on our journey, and you helped. 
Some things on our radar include a ñmake and takeò event to 
sew reusable cloth gift bags. (Watch for more details).                   
And one or more hikes (for fellowship, health, and getting in 
touch with nature). Our plans for an early June hike on the 
Wiowash Trail, a great place to encounter migrating birds and 
spring wildflowers, did not work out. But we will keep trying. 
And there was some interest in a book study. 
 

Wisconsin is teaming with great organizations that focus                      
on our stateôs environmental legacy and provide all kinds of 
activities, including guided hikes and volunteer opportunities. 
Here are just a few: Winnebago Audubon, Fox Valley Sierra 
Club, Wild Ones, Natural Resources Foundation, Northeast 
Wisconsin Land Trust, Bluebird Restoration Assoc of                     
Wisconsin, not to mention our state parks and natural areas, 
Horicon Marsh and locally Heckrodt Wetland Reserve and 
Bubbolz. So, we encourage you to find time this summer to get 
in touch with nature. Find a walking buddy or explore with the 
kids or grandkids. We do not walk on the earth; we are part of 
it. Summer, winter, whenever. It is always time to learn more 
about who we share this blessed planet with.   
 

Because our team cares about creation, we love to learn and 
share and look for ways to be more earth friendly, and as               
always, we invite others to join our efforts. Our next meeting 
will be Monday, August 31st. We will then resume monthly 
meetings on the first Monday of the month, beginning on                 
October 5th. You are welcome to join us! If you want to be              
on our email list, contact Megan at mkkarth5@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

A Message from                                   
Our Finance Chair 

A brief update regarding First United Methodist Church 
Neenah Menasha finances. After a strong 2025, FUMC-NM       
is off to a solid start in 2026. As of the end of April                        
(latest numbers available as of this writing), income is                       
exceeding expenses by a little under 3%. Income for 2026                  
is about 7% below budget which was largely based on                  
2025 receipts when the council approved it in January.   
 

This is a dynamic church engaged in numerous ways to                   
positively impact its members, visitors, community, and wider 
world. Sharing this is not intended to concern readers but               
rather for information and possibly a reminder that during                 
the summer months when vacations and other activities affect 
attendance to keep in mind most of the expenses of the         
church continue. Online giving through the churchôs website 
(www.fumcnm.org) is a convenient way to provide support 
during these busier months.  
 

Enjoy your summer! 
 

Jerry Tribbey 
Finance Chair  

Summer Asbury Events 
Friday, July 24th, weôll meet at the Timber Rattlersô Stadium 
to attend the Fox Valley Symphony Under the Stars concert. 
This is a free event. The doors open at 6:00 pm. Weôll meet                 
at 5:30 pm in line so that we can find seats together.                         
Once inside the stadium, folks can purchase dinner, if you 
wish. The concert starts at 7:30 pm, followed by fireworks. 
Adults, join us for the fun evening! There will be a sign up for 
this event starting in July. 
 
Tuesday, August 4th, weôll meet at Riverside Park at 6:00 pm 
for a bring your own picnic supper and then attend the Neenah 
Community Band concert at 7:00 pm. This is a free event. 
Bring your own picnic supper and a lawn chair to enjoy the 
concert. Letôs meet near the pavilion at 6:00 pm. 
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July Monthly Mission: 
Another wonderful ministry in our  
community to celebrate - LEAVEN 
(Limited Emergency Assistance                      
Valley Ecumenical Network) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEAVEN is celebrating 40 years of providing limited                        
financial assistance to people who are struggling to meet 
their basic needs and have nowhere else to turn for help,                  
often due to unexpected circumstances such as an illness or 
loss of employment. LEAVEN helps with basic human 
needs, mostly helping people stay in their homes or                   
apartments. They help with rent, mortgage, and security                
deposits. They help make sure gas, electric, or water services 
are not shut off or are reconnected. They also provide gas 
cards, bus passes, diapers, toiletries, and vouchers for               
clothing. One unique and powerful aspect of LEAVEN                    
is that they provide space in their building for other                        
community agencies, making it much easier to connect                  
people to other resources in the community through                         
referrals. During the month of July, we will be offering our 
support to LEAVEN for all of the ways they seek to                          
empower and stabilize homes in crisis with our monthly 
mission offering. Gifts can be put into the offering plate or 
into the special brown Mission envelopes found in the pews, 
visit our website at fumcnm.org and click on the                      
ñOnline Givingò tab, use the Vanco Mobile app on your 
phone, or mail your check to the church office with                       
ñJuly Monthly Missionò or ñLEAVENò in the memo line.                  
Thank you for demonstration of care for our neighbors                   
in need!  

 

Voices of Praise 
"Shout for joy to the Lord, all the    
earth. Worship the Lord with 
gladness; come before him with 
joyful songs."                    

Psalm 100:1-2 
 

Do you love to sing?                      
Consider joining Voices of 
Praise,    FUMC's   adult    choir.                

We sing every first and third Sunday beginning in                           
September, with rehearsals on Wednesday evenings from 
6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, beginning in August (first rehearsal 
date TBA). 
 

Prior choir experience or ability to read sheet music is                       
not required - we just ask for your commitment of time,                            
enthusiasm, and attention on Wednesday evenings and                         
Sunday mornings. The choir is open to all adults and high 
school-age youth. 
 

Contact Micah for more information or with any questions 
at micahsommer@gmail.com or (765)993-7019. 

 

August Monthly Mission: 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
A district superintendent with the United Methodist Church 
was asked by the Illinois Governor to help respond to                      
The Great Flood of 1993. That was the official start of                     
Midwest Mission Distribution Center. Working with 
UMCOR and other agencies, they provided $6.3 million of 
supplies in 232 domestic and 33 international shipments in 
2024. Aid includes nutrition, hygiene, and cleaning kits to 
combat flood, tornado, and fire damage. They also provide 
birthing, baby, student, and bedding kits to third world                 
countries. FUMCNM youth constructed desks from                         
reclaimed bleacher wood donated from schools in the United 
States. With your help, they can continue bringing the hearts 
and hands of God's people together to transform resources  
into humanitarian relief. Gifts can be put into the offering 
plate or into the special brown Mission envelopes found in 
the pews, visit our website at fumcnm.org and click on the 
ñOnline Givingò tab, use the Vanco Mobile app on your 
phone, or mail your check to the church office with                   
ñAugust Monthly Missionò or ñMMDCò in the memo line. 
Thank you for your support of this important mission.  
 

 Packers Concessions  
2026 - 2027 Season is Here!  

28 different volunteers got                   
the season off to a great start 
with two very successful Luke 
Combsô concerts at Lambeau  
in May, earning $12,000!  
 

Now we're  reserving spaces for 
the Packers season: Shareholders, Family Night,                         
BIG UW/Notre Dame game, and 10 Packers games!                
FUMC has filled only 39 of 152 spots so far! Dates are 7/27, 
8/7, 8/28, 9/6, 9/24, 10/11, 10/18, 10/29, 11/15, 12/13, 12/20, 
1/4, 1/9-10.  
 

See or email (aakmtk@tds.net) Al Kahl for all the details and 
to reserve your spots.  
 

Chapel Ringers 
Our handbell choir, Chapel Ringers, 
provides special music at one                     
worship service per month. We                  
rehearse on Wednesday evenings 
from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm beginning 
in August (exact date TBA). It is a 
fun and rewarding challenge for                
both new and experienced ringers;                 
if  you   are  interested  in  joining the 
ensemble, please contact Micah by email 
at micahsommer@gmail.com or by phone at (765)993-7019. 
 
 

 Share!   
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The Faces of First Church in June! 

      Rebecca and Michelle Woodard at Annual Conference with Bishop Dan                   Quilt made by Barb Genett and donated to FUMC  

  Trustees do the precarious work of hanging Barb Genett's quilt                       Brunch with Sarah Mae Gabuyo and her husband J§nos 

               Well done church in supporting apportionments 100%!                           Micah and Laurel share music during worship this summer 



The Faces of First Church in June! 

 

 

 

Youth Mission Trip participants                                                                                  
serving and connecting with the community in Duluth! 


