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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

April 2026  

Important April Dates at First Church! 
¶ April 1 Deadline for Wills, Trusts, & Memorials Applications 
¶ April 2 Maundy Thursday Worship at 6:00 pm 
¶ April 3 Good Friday Worship at 6:00 pm 
¶ April 4 Holy Saturday 
¶ April 4 FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 
¶ April 5 Easter Sunday Worship at 9:00 am; Holy Communion;                                                     

 Special Music by: Voices of Praise; No Sunday School 
¶ April 6      Church Office Closed 
¶ April 6 Signup Deadline for Supper and Service 
¶ April 6 Green Team Meeting in Room 106 at 6:00 pm  
¶ April 8 After School Program in the Youth Room at 4:15 pm 
¶ April 8 Supper and Service Begins with 5:30 pm Dinner 
 Followed by Service Project of Making Soup Jars  
 for Community Table Guests 
¶ April 12 Deadline for Cookie Dough Orders  
¶ April 12 Asbury Club in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 pm  
¶ April 12 Special Music by: Chapel Ringers  
¶ April 14 Christian Education Committee Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm 
¶ April 15 May Newsletter Articles and Calendar Events Due 
¶ April 15 Youth Group: Dinner and Game Night at 5:00 pm 
¶ April 16 UWF - Miriam Circle in Room 106 and via Zoom at 1:00 pm 
¶ April 17 Family Movie Night: Zootopia 2 at 5:30 pm 
¶ April 18 FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 
¶ April 19 Special Music by: Voices of Praise  
¶ April 19 Youth Mission Trip Meeting at 11:15 am 
¶ April 20 Trustees Meeting at FUMC at 6:00 pm 
¶ April 21 Church Council via Zoom at 6:00 pm 
¶ April 22    Earth Day 
¶ April 22 Youth Group in the Youth Room at 5:00 pm 
¶ April 23 May Newsletter Assembly in the Corner Lounge at 9:30 am 
¶ April 24 Arbor Day 
¶ April 25 World Malaria Day 
¶ April 26 Special Music by: Sonshine Singers and Sonshine Ringers 
¶ April 26 Frozen Cookie Dough Pickup 
 

Annual Conference In-gathering Collection  
for Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Please see page 10 of your newsletter for details regarding items being collected. 
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First United Methodist Church  
Neenah - Menasha 

 

108 West Doty  Avenue, Neenah, WI  54956  
 

(920)725-0166  -  Email - firstumc@fumcnm.org - www.fumcnm.org 

Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser 
Thank you to everyone who stopped out to support this yearôs Youth Mission Trip by                    
dining at Pizza Ranch last month. With your support, we were able to raise $416.00                     
towards our trip this summer.  
 

During the month of April, the 11 youth attending will be sharing a variety of ways                        
in which they will each uniquely be able to help serve our congregation and the Neenah 
community. We hope you will consider making a connection and a contribution, as you 
continue to support them in their preparations to serve in Duluth, MN!  
 

And be sure to keep an eye out for additional support opportunities blooming in the month 
of May!  

Palm/Passion Sunday - March 29th  
9:00 am 

 
 

Holy Week begins Sunday, March 29th  
with our Palm/Passion Sunday worship.                
We remember Jesusô entry into the                        
Holy City of Jerusalem and our calling to 
follow Jesus trusting in his promises.    

 
Maundy Thursday - April 2

nd 

6:00 pm 
 

 

On Maundy Thursday, as we remember                 
Jesusô last supper with his disciples,                        
we are invited to remember our own story 
with Christ.  

Good Friday - April 3rd 

6:00 pm 
 
 

This night does not seem good as we                    
remember the death of Jesus, but it is 
through his final moments on the cross          
that we come to see the depth of Jesusô 
love for us.   

 
Easter Sunday - April 5

th 

9:00 am 
 

The joyous ending of Holy Week comes 
with our celebration of the resurrection 
on Easter Morning! Christ the Lord is 
risen today, Alleluia!   

All Holy Week services will be available on our YouTube channel, as a link on our Facebook page                                  
(www.facebook.com/fumcnm), and on our website (www.fumcnm.org) at the time of service.  

All Holy Week services will also be available for the audio call-in as follows: 
    Palm Sunday:  Sun., March 29th - Wed., April 1st; Maundy Thursday:  available approx. 7:00 pm - 7:00 pm on Friday  

    Good Friday:  available approximately 7:00 pm on Friday, April 3rd - approximately 10:30 am on Easter Sunday 

 O UR  S UNDAY   
M ORNING  S CHEDULE   

  9:00 am    Worship 
10:00 am    Fellowship Time 

(will only be offered on Sundays                 
when we have a volunteer to host) 

10:15 am    Sunday School and  
                      Childrenõs Music Rehearsals 
                            (except April 5th)  

 
 

Childcare is provided  every 
Sunday morning beginning at 8:45 am 

 

For those who are not able to                                    
attend in-person worship, simply type 
@firstunitedmethodistchurch8790 in your 
Google search to join us on Sundays at 
9:00 am for worship that is being 
livestreamed via YouTube. You may also 
find the link to the livestream on our                        
Facebook page. The recorded services will 
continue to be available both on our 
YouTube channel and on our website 
(www.fumcnm.org).  

 
 
 
 

www.fumcnm.org 
firstumc@fumcnm.org 

(920)725-0166 



The season of Easter is a time of great celebration for us                          
as people of faith. We experience such joy in the new life                    
we have with Jesus. Only it is worth remembering the joy                    
of Easter arrives after there has been deep division, pain of     
betrayal, and death.     
 

None of us want to remember, let alone experience, such                    
moments in our life. Yet, we all have them. We have all had 
those experiences in which we have been hurt by someone else, 
whether it is something they said or did. Sometimes it is even 
more about what they didnôt say or do. We can have a hard 
time letting go of the pain and there are different ways that we 
respond. Some prefer to just try and move past it, while others 
canôt let it go and are constantly looking for ways to get                          
revenge. Both have tremendous impacts on us and our quality 
of life.   
 

Jesus recognizes this. It is why he talks so often about                          
forgiveness, as well as teaching us how to pray for forgiveness. 
But the truth is we all know that forgiveness is important.                      
We just struggle to forgive. We struggle to forgive others,                   
but also ourselves at times.   
 

This Easter season, we will spend time reflecting on the nature 
of forgiveness as we seek to more fully embrace the new life 
Jesus offers us. While it can be hard revisiting moments that 
have caused us heartache, we do so knowing there is the                       
promise of healing and a new beginning for us. Tension                        
we didnôt realize we were carrying in our body is released.                   
We find we are more open to engaging activities, and we                      
experience the gifts of being in relationship with others again.   
 

I pray that this Easter season will open us to the beauty                             
of living as we experience pain and hurt being transformed 
through forgiveness. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Rebecca  
 
 
 

 

Come!  
Worship at First Church 

Sundays at 9:00 am  
(In Person and Online)  

 

Forgiveness 
Throughout our Holy Scriptures, we read that forgiveness                       
is important. Jesus spoke about it many times, probably                   
because he knew how hard it can be to forgive others as well as 
to receive forgiveness. Yet forgiveness offers us a way to                      
experience a new life filled with joy and freedom. During this 
Easter season, we will reflect on the new life we come to know 
as we seek to embody the forgiving nature of God. 
 

April 5 -  Easter Sunday  
  John 20:1-18  
 

April 12 -  Forgiveness: Godôs Gift to Us 
  Matthew 6:9-15 and Matthew 18:21-35 
 

April 19 -  Forgiveness: Let Go of Your Anger 
  Matthew 5:21-26 
 

April 26 -  Forgiveness: More Than One Way to Forgive
  Matthew 5:38-48 
 

May 3 -  Forgiveness: Community is a Must  
  Matthew 18:1-17 
 

May 10 -  Forgiveness: Culture of Forgiveness  
  Ephesians 4:32 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bake a Difference 
Frozen Cookie Dough Sale 

Sometimes you just need a little something sweet, or a quick 
and easy way  to provide dessert at a gathering. The Lithuania 
mission team has a solution for you - homemade frozen                   
cookie dough! Mix and match  among  fan favorites, as well as 
a gluten-free flavor as well! The cost is $15 for a bakerôs dozen 
of individually scooped raw cookies; the cookies can be baked 
as you are ready or frozen to save for the right occasion.                       
To order, there will be a link to a Google form on our                      
Facebook page and in the weekly email beginning                             
March 15th, as well as a paper form by the church entries. 
Orders are due by April 12th, with pick-up at church                      
on April 26th. We hope you can help support our Lithuania 
mission team! 
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Tornado Emergency  
Response Plan 

 

With the beginning of tornado season upon 
us, it is a good time to review our plan to 
deal with a severe weather emergency. 
 

One of the most important things you                
can do to prevent being injured or killed       
in a tornado is to be alert to the                             
possibility of severe weather. Most deaths 
and injuries happen to people who are                       
unaware and uninformed. 
 

First, a few facts about tornados and tornado safety: 
ƴ Tornadoes can occur at any time of the day. 

ƴ Tornadoes can happen anywhere, in any terrain. 

ƴ Keep your windows closed (opening windows to equalize 
the pressure does not keep you safer). 

ƴ The safest place in a building is in a small, reinforced room 
(bathroom or closet). 

ƴ Tornado damage to buildings is mostly from the                    
combination of violent winds and flying debris. 

 

Next, we have to know when to act. The National Weather 
Service will issue one of the following notices: 
ƴ Tornado WATCH:  this means tornadoes are possible  in 
your area. WATCH the sky and listen for the                  
emergency sirens 

ƴ Tornado WARNING: this means a tornado has been                
detected on radar or one has been spotted on the                    
ground - TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION! 

 

Our Plan of Action... 
 

In the event of a tornado, hereôs what we do if weôre                          
at FUMC: 
ƴ The pastor (or any staff member running the service) will 
have the ushers direct a calm evacuation from the                  
sanctuary, to Fellowship Hall in the lower level. 

ƴ Ushers will direct people by pews (much like during               
communion) down the stairs to the lower level. 

ƴ Be mindful of those who might need assistance down                 
the stairs. 

ƴ The designated tornado shelters are the music room,              
storage room, and kitchen, with Sunday School children 
being in the music room.  

ƴ If any additional room is needed, people can go to the 
small dining room and/or the hallway between the                
music room and the classrooms. 

ƴ Remember to stay away from windows.  

 

Paid Nursery Position Available 
Do you love spending time 
with our younger friends at 
church? We are hiring nursery 
attendants to work Wednesday 
evenings during the school year 
and at other church events 
where childcare is needed. This 

is  a  paid  position. If  you  are  interested  or  know someone 
who  would  be  a  great   fit   working   with   our   kids,   see  
Denise Tribbey or Pastor Rebecca. 

FUMC Menôs Breakfast 
First and Third Saturdays 

8:30 am 
Come join us for a social breakfast at Four Seasons Restaurant, 1104 S. Commercial St., 
Neenah, on the first and third Saturday of each month. Men of all ages are invited to be                         
a part of this group so come join us for a meal and social discussions. The food is always 
delicious and the vast topics of our discussions are relevant and most interesting. Watch for 
reminders on the church calendar. Our next social will be on Saturday, April 4th. 
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Share!  

 
 
 
 

Purchase Scrip Today! 
 

Using Scrip to Pay For All Your  
Needs is a Great Way to Earn Money  
to Support FUMCôs Wonderful                     
Ministries! Itôs So Easy! 

It is so simple and doesnôt cost you a penny! Just purchase 
Scrip cards for all the places you already do your shopping                
and dining out:  the grocery store, gas station, stores at the                  
Fox River Mall, many area restaurants, and the movie theater. 
A Scrip card works just like a gift card, but this card gives 
back a percentage to FUMC. Percentages vary by retailer,  
but every little bit helps! Even if you donôt attend in-person 
worship, there are many ways you can purchase Scrip cards. 
Please call Al Kahl at (920)725-6474 or email him at 
aakmtk@tds.net to decide what is the easiest method for you 
to get scrip cards. You will be helping to keep our ministries 
happening! Thank you to our dedicated buyers for raising 
over $2,000 in 2026 for FUMC through their Scrip purchases 
and $240,000 since the program began in 2007.  
 

Scrip is great and helps make our ministries happen! 
 

If you give gift cards as presents,  
we can get almost any card you need.  

 

Make a difference!   
Purchase scrip today! 



OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
  P 

 United Methodist Church 
 Our partner church in Pilviġkiai, Lithuania 
 Methodism in Lithuania 
 Our enemies 
 Government leaders worldwide 
 The jobless, underemployed, and working poor    
 Military personnel & families 
 Racial, religious, and ethnic tensions 
 Continuous gun violence 
 The refugees of war 
 Compassion for people of all faiths and races 
 Repentance for those who stoke hatred and divisions 
 All the trouble spots around the world 
 Refugees displaced by conflict and violence all around                 
the world 

 Children living in poverty 
 Hate crimes 
 Migrants seeking asylum at Mexican/U.S. border 
 Persons struggling with mental illness and their families 
 Human trafficking 
 War in Ukraine 
 War in Gaza 
 Genocide in Sudan 
March 8 
Prayers of strength and support for Larry and Patsy Vegter  
as Larry's Parkinsons progresses 
March 1 
Celebration for the birth of Mia Rose, Denise and  
   Jerry Tribbey's granddaughter 
Prayers for all victims of war, and that we may find  
   a path to peace 
Prayers for strength and healing for Rod Sander, Dustin  
   Sander's father, who was hospitalized with liver failure  
   last week related to chemotherapy, and only made more  
   complicated with MS 
Prayers of healing for Peter Schipferling as he recovers  
   from his neck injury 
Prayers of wisdom for teachers and educators who are  
   struggling with problems and issues arising in today's  
   schools and strength to cope 
Prayers of healing for Mary, cousin of Lyn Steffens,  
   who is struggling with sepsis after being hospitalized  
   for kidney stones and UTI infection 
February 22 
Prayers for healing and strength for Susan French's uncle,  
   Don, who is experiencing significant lifestyle changes     
   due to health 
Prayers of joy and gratitude for all grandchildren 
Prayers for a safe and healthy birth for Denise and  
   Jerry Tribbey's new grandchild this week 

Annual Conference  
In-gathering for Midwest  
Mission Distribution Center 

Each year, the Wisconsin Annual Conference collects items 
for Midwest Mission Distribution Center at our annual                   
gathering. We are excited to once again have the opportunity 
to share in the ministry of Midwest Mission Distribution, but 
one thing we learned through our mission trip is that 
items must meet the specifications named.  
 

We are collecting the following items through May 10th                    
to assemble personal hygiene kits at our May Supper and                 
Service event: 
§ One hand towel - no kitchen towels 
§ One washcloth - no dishcloths 
§ One toothbrush - no multipacks; must be individually 
wrapped; can not have dentist name on it 

§ One bar soap - 3 to 4 oz. 
§ One shampoo - 12 to 19 oz. 
§ One deodorant - 2 to 3 oz. (stick, roll-on, or pump) 
§ One lotion - 8 to 10 oz.  
 

Again, please make sure the items                   
meet the specifications so they can 
be utilized. Items that do not meet                    
these specifications will have to be                  
donated elsewhere. Cash donations 
are also welcome to buy products 
or to pay for shipping costs. 

 

Celebrate Earth Day! 
April 22nd is officially Earth Day, but we 
can honor it any day and should EVERY 
day! This wonderful planet, abused as it is, 
continues to provide all that we need                     
to survive. Letôs vow to do our part to help 
it heal and support all the generations                       
to come. It is all about caring for creation,              
a gift from God. Here are a few ideas to         
get started: 

 

Care for creation. Make it a priority and an ethic.  
 Read, learn, act, join Green Team! 

Refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle.  

Eat less meat  
 (cattle make methane, contributing to climate change).  

Act! Make lifestyle changes, write legislators,  
 vote for those who protect the planet. 

Talk to others about climate change. Tend a native  
 plant garden. 

Insects are important to our ecosystems, (birds, pollination). 
 Think before spraying.  

Obey Godôs mandate to care for and cultivate the garden. 

Nature. Get out and watch birds, look at trees, feel the breeze. 
 It improves health! 

       

Green Team plans to be available on Sunday, April 26th. 
Check out our library and information on church camp,                    
another way to connect to nature. Happy Earth Day! 

 

Our next Green Team meeting will be on Monday, April 6th 
at 6:00 pm in Room 106. Anyone interested is invited.  

 
 
 
 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
Events this April 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Save the Date! 

Vacation Bible School 2026 
 Rainforest Falls: Exploring the Nature of God 
Sunday, July 26th - Thursday, July 30th 

All children entering 4K through 5th grade are welcome!                     
Registration forms will be available at church beginning                       
April 12th and early registration is appreciated. Contact                                      
Jessica Muller (fumcnm.christianed@gmail.com) with any 
questions. Friends are always welcome to join for a fun week of 
adventure, as we step through the mist into Rainforest Fallsé
overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering trees, and colorful 
creatures. Together, we will explore what it means to be                          
rooted in relationship with God, our Creator, a safe place in 
lifeôs storms. 
 

Be a Volunteer for                                 
This Yearôs VBS! 

Volunteers are needed for this 
year's VBS! Rotation Leaders 
(lead groups in games or crafts), 
Crew Leaders (lead a small group 
of students from station to station), 
Meal Ministry Team Members, 
and Decor/Set-up Helpers are all 
needed to help make Vacation    
Bible School a success. Get to 
know the kids of our church and 
have some fun at Rainforest Falls 
this summer! Send an email or talk 
with Jessica about how you can 
help! 
  

The last day of Sunday School for               
the year will be Sunday, May 3rd.  

Youth Group    
Wednesday Night  
Programming  

 

Wednesday, April 8th - Serve! 
4:15 pm - 5:00 pm - After-School Program  
                                    in the Youth Room upstairs 
5:00 pm - 5:30 pm - Small Group Meeting Time 
   5:30 pm - 7:15 pm - Supper and Service project  
                                    in Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday, April 15th - Share! 
   5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Dinner and Game Night! 
 

Wednesday, April 22nd - Grow! 
   5:00 pm - 5:30 pm - Small Group Check-in 
   5:30 pm - 6:00 pm - Dinner in Fellowship Hall 
   6:00 pm - 7:15 pm - Whole Group Activity Time  
                                    (grades 6-12) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Family Programming 
Family Fun for All Ages  

These fun, monthly events, created for our families                                 
at First Church, are a great way to get to know others                           

and get active in the life of the church!  
 

Mark your calendars now for these upcoming activities! 

§ Friday, April 17th @ 5:30 pm: Family Movie Night 

§ Saturday, May 2nd @ 9:00 am: Fox-Wolf Watershed     
                                                       Cleanup Day 

§ Sunday, May 31st: Splash into Summer 
 

Spring Friday Family                         
Movie Night: Zootopia 2 
Friday, April 17th ~ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Join in the adventure as we help                      
Judy Hopps and Nick Wilde solve a 
twisting trail of mystery; while focusing 
on the importance of community and the 
need for empathy and courage! 
 

Pizza, fruit, vegetables, and water                     
will be provided. Please RSVP to                      
Jessica with the number attending at 
fumcnm.christianed@gmail.com, or on 
the sign-up sheet in the Commons,                    
to ensure there is enough pizza for all! 
 

Grow! 
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May Newsletter articles  
    are due on Wednesday, April 15th.     
    Please send your articles and calendar events                        
    to Amy at firstumc@fumcnm.org. Thank you!  
 

May Newsletter assembly  

    is Thursday, April 23rd at 9:30 am in the                      
    Corner Lounge! Any and all help is appreciated! 
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Serve!   
Fox Valley Community Table 
April Collection:  Pasta and Sauce  

During the month of April, we will                   
be collecting pasta and sauce to be                   
given to the folks who come to the                  
Fox Valley Community Table meals.                     
Please purchase sauce in either plastic 

jars or cans. Our donations will be greatly appreciated by the 
people who receive them. Donations can be placed on the      
Missions table in the Commons. Thank you to the many 
FUMC members who generously donate food to this local     
mission project.  

 
Supper and Service 

Wednesday, April 8th at 5:30 pm 
They say the third time is a 
charm. We were unable to make 
soup jars for Community Table 
at our March Supper and                 
Service as the supplies didnôt 
arrive in time. We worked hard 
to make cookie dough jars to 
express   our   appreciation    for 
teachers at Tullar Elementary, but we want our neighbors                  
at Community Table to know they also are important to us. 
So, for the third time, we will plan to make our soup jars at 
Supper and Service in April. Join us for dinner at 5:30 pm and 
enjoy a time of fellowship before we get to work alongside 
one another. Dinner is $3/person or $10 max for families.                   
To help with our planning of dinner, we ask that you sign 
up on the clipboard by either door into the building or by 
filling out the form on our website by Monday, April 6th. 
We look forward to seeing you. 

 
 
 
 
 

Asbury Club 
Sunday, April 12th at 5:00 pm 

The Asbury Club is an adult group which meets for a potluck 
meal and game night on the second Sunday each month.                  
Asbury will meet on Sunday, April 12th at 5:00 pm in                      
Fellowship Hall. The evening starts with a potluck meal.                    
If youôve had a busy week, donôt worry about bringing food 
to share! If possible, bring your own plate, cup, and                         
silverware. Ice water is provided. The meal is followed by 
games. Playing cards and games are provided. Feel free to 
bring a game to share! Come and join the fun.   
 

United Women in Faith 
Miriam Circle 

Thursday, April 16th at 1:00 pm 
United Women in Faith will 
meet in Thursday, April 16, 
2026 in Room 106 at 1:00 pm. 
We will be looking at our                           
connections to the wider UWF 
and the resources available                       
to us through UWF. We will 
spend time exploring the                                 
Reading Program - more than just books! We will also look 
at the UWF current campaign priorities (2025-2028):  
 

1)  Climate Justice - Just Energy for All 
2)  Ending Mass Incarceration and Criminalization of                         
     Communities of Color - Interrupt the School-to-Prison    
     Pipeline   
 

Our meetings are open meetings, and all women are invited 
to attend! We will have a Zoom connection for those not able 
to join in person. 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fox-Wolf Watershed                        
Cleanup Day 
Saturday, May 2nd  

The next Fox-Wolf Watershed Cleanup is on Saturday,                    
May 2nd. FUMC families will meet from 9:00 am -                       
11:30 a.m. at Washington Park. We will be given trash bags, 
recycling bags, and grab bars. Wear old clothing and bring                        
a water bottle and a pair of gloves. If you wish to kayak to 
reach things in the water you must provide your own kayak, 
paddle, life jacket, etc. This is a joint Green Team and 
FUMC Family event. Please come help us keep trash out                 
of the rivers, lakes, and waters we all share! Note that in      
order to receive your free cleanup t-shirt, you must                     
register by March 31st. Go to https://secure.qgiv.com/
for/20watcle/event/983719/package/3899651 to sign up.     
Select "Get Tickets" and then scroll all the way to the bottom 
of the list to "Group Reserved Sites" section. Any questions,                       
call Deb Langacker at (920)540-6685.  

  

Close Knit Friends 
Close Knit Friends meets Wednesday 
afternoons from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm     
in the Commons. All skill levels are 
welcome to join in some "yarn                           
therapy!" Join us for a fun time of 
fellowship and crafting. Contact 
Melissa Borth (920-915-4384) or 
Joann Meagher (920-740-6874) with 
any questions 

4.   Mission and Outreach by Church Members 

¶ Close Knit Friends donated 48 knitted items to Pillars shelter including mittens, hats, scarves, and dishcloths in 2025.      

¶ Supper and Service Projects: 

* Gift bags for foster dads                               
* Intergenerational packing of Snack Packs  
* Blankets for Pillars Homeless Shelter 

* Conference Ingathering 
* Gifts for homebound members 
* Soup jars for Fox Valley Community Table  

¶ Food drive for Tullar Elementary School 

¶ Delivering Snack Packs 

¶ Boys and Girls Club Christmas gift collection for a family with five children; additional gifts for others 

¶ Clean up parks with Wolf River Watershed Cleanup Day 

¶ Serve meals and work at Interfaith Home Build with Habitat for Humanity 

¶ VBS collection of clothes for Community Closet 
 

FUMC NEENAH-MENASHA NATIONAL MISSION OUTREACH:  
 

1. Youth Mission Trip 
From June 15-20, 2025, four youth and two adults (our Senior Pastor and Christian Education Director) traveled to               
Louisville, KY, to participate in a Youthworks Mission Trip. Once there, the group partnered with a variety of organizations 
to help serve within the Louisville community and beyond, helping to meet the needs of food insecurity, homelessness, and 
offering outdoor yard care for those in need of assistance. In collaboration with many youth groups from around the country, 
they had the opportunity to work with a variety of age groups and learn from inspiring nonprofit organizations based            
in Kentucky. The group returned ready to share their experiences with the congregation through a Mission Trip worship  
service on September 14, 2025. 
 

2.   Collection of school supplies  
Our Youth Mission team collected donations for the children at Salvation Army Portland Corps in Louisville, KY               
which they brought to the site.  

 

FUMC NEENAH-MENASHA INTERNATIONAL MISSION OUTREACH:  
 

1. In  Mission  Together  Partnership  with   Pilviġkiai  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pilviġkiai,  Lithuania  since   2013. 

¶ Our relationship-based partnership began in 2013. Since that time, we have had a total of total seven mission trips to          
Lithuania which included church members as well as pastors and two trips where youth from Pilviġkiai traveled                
to our church.  

¶ Our covenant agreement as an IMT Partnership is an annual gift of $3,600. In addition, in 2025 we gave an additional 
$1,000 to help purchase a car for the GBGM Missionary, Rev. Joe Riddle and his family, who arrived in December 2025.  

¶ We continue our Bible studies with Pilviġkiai which includes translation by Vitalija, one of the young women who grew 
up in the Pilviġkiai church. 

¶ Quarterly Bible studies with the Friends of Lithuania, a group of people from the Lithuania Methodist Church, and            
U.S. Methodist partner churches, including participation from members of our church.  

¶ Planning and fundraising for our mission trip to Lithuania scheduled for June 2026.  

¶ Lithuania committee meetings held quarterly or as needed. 
 

 
 
 
 

Our church office will be closed on Easter Monday, April 6th.                            
Please plan accordingly. Thank you! 
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2025 Mission Giving and Mosaic Covenant  
(Formerly:  Rainbow Covenant)   

Serving in Relationship/Volunteering/Partnering 
 

In last monthôs newsletter, the Mission Committee highlighted our 
churchôs generous financial support of mission efforts in 2025. We are 
deeply grateful for the many individuals who gave so faithfully to projects 
serving communities locally, nationally, and around the world. 
 

In this article, we want to share the rest of the story ð the ways our                
congregation extends its generosity beyond financial gifts through                  
meaningful relationships, hands-on volunteering, and strong mission    
partnerships. Together, these commitments reflect the heart of our church 
and our shared calling to serve. 
 

The Mosaic Covenant (formerly the Rainbow Covenant) was created by the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 
Church to encourage congregations to look beyond their own walls and prayerfully discern how God is calling us into mission. 
For the past 11 years, our church has faithfully met the requirements to be recognized as a Rainbow and now Mosaic                          
Covenant Church. 
 

Several years ago, the covenant was expanded to place greater emphasis on the relationships, partnerships, and volunteer service 
that strengthen our outreach ministriesðlocally, across the conference, nationally, and internationally. This change recognizes 
that mission extends far beyond financial support to include presence, service, and meaningful connections and relationships. 
 

FUMC Neenah-Menasha actively engaged in a variety of local, national, and international mission efforts building meaningful 
relationships, volunteering time and talents, and partnering with others to serve as the hands and feet of Christ. 
 

We are proud to report that members of our congregation contributed to local and international missions in the following ways:  
 

FUMC NEENAH-MENASHA LOCAL MISSION OUTREACH: 
 

1.   Fox Valley Community Table 2025 
The Fox Valley Community Table is a nonprofit Christian ministry that recognizes that there are many individuals and                 
families who live below the poverty level. Many of these people do not receive proper nutrition on a regular basis.                       
The mission of this nonprofit is to provide well-balanced meals in a caring, supportive atmosphere.  
 

The Fox Valley Community Table serves two meals each week. FUMC Neenah-Menasha plans, prepares, and serves six 
meals each year. Our church served six meals during 2025 to 472 hungry guests. In addition to the six meals prepared and 
served by FUMC members, three church members are members of the board of directors of the Fox Valley Community   
Table and volunteered their time at board meetings, working as site director at 11 Saturday meals and preparing and serving 
two additional meals. Another FUMC member has volunteered to run the dishwasher at nine additional meals. In addition, 
FUMC does a monthly collection of items to be given to the folks who come to the FVCT meals. In 2025, we gave out                         
a total of 928 donated items to the guests of Fox Valley Community Table including facial tissue, toilet paper, pasta and 
pasta sauce, personal hygiene items, cereal, soup, laundry soap, dish soap, toothpaste, and shampoo. 
 

2.   Uniting Faiths to Feed His Flock 2025  
The Uniting Faiths to Feed His Flock is a group of nine area churches and the Fox Valley Community Table who work                 
together to provide an annual fun, festive, nutritious holiday meal in December. FUMC Neenah-Menasha has been a part of 
this project since the first meal was served in 2013. Meals are delivered to homebound members of the participating      
churches. Guests can also come to the meal site to participate in the meal and receive a gift bag containing hygiene items, 
paper products, hats, gloves, socks, and homemade cookies. FUMC Neenah-Menasha church members collected deodorant 
and lip balm to be included in 150 gift bags. FUMC members donated 12 dozen cookies and 10 pies for the                             
event. During the October 2025 mission collection, $550.50 was donated to help pay for the Uniting Faiths meal. On         
December 13, 2025, a total of 377 meals were served, including nine to FUMC homebound members. Many FUMC                
members volunteered their time during the week of the event. FUMC had 19 volunteers at the Uniting Faiths event.                  
Two FUMC members participated in the eventôs planning team with one as co-chair for the event. This event is a great                     
ecumenical event for FUMC members.  
 

3.   Affordable Housing Project 
In facing the issue of a lack of affordable housing in our community, FUMC has changed its approach. After three years of 
fund raising to purchase two affordable properties, we have now joined other nonprofits in collecting and disseminating  
information. We joined the Fox Cities Housing Coalition, a group of 40 institutions who work closely with the population 
affected by the lack of affordable housing. From area school districts and veteransô organizations, to housing providers and 
faith communities, we keep a monthly tabulation of individuals and families looking for housing. The monthly average is 
400. We also perform a twice-yearly search for people living in conditions not meant for human habitation. This count in 
January 2025 was 80. The Coalition uses this data to present to local civic groups, municipalities, churches, and the general 
public making them aware of the harm this problem is having on society: inability for employers to hire, stress put on                    
studentôs performance in schools, and a high usage of our healthcare resources. One of our members is treasurer of the                  
Coalition. In 2024, she gave approximately 96 volunteer hours of support.  
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2026 Dora Hansen Charitable Trust Grant Update 
Dora Hansen, a past member of First United Methodist Church Neenah-Menasha established 
a trust providing the church with money to be used for benevolent, missionary, temperance, 
or other worthy charitable purposes. Her generosity and foresight allowed the Dora Hansen 
Committee to review a large number of applications for 2026. 
 

After prayerful consideration of all the applications, the causes that were supported with     
financial aid include the following:   
Ý Fencing for a school in Uganda 
Ý Educational workshops in Appleton for regional choruses 
Ý A community church dinner in Appleton 
Ý Regional domestic violence education and prevention 
Ý Free medical care and counseling in the Fox Cities 
Ý Assistance to families who are either homeless or on the verge of becoming homeless 
Ý School supplies for children in Sri-Lanka 
Ý Educational assistance to less-privileged children in Myanmar 
Ý Shoes, clothing, and bed linen for refugee and low-income families in Oshkosh 
Ý Training of volunteers in Fox Valley as child advocates 
Ý The Lithuania Mission trip 
Ý Support for children under five who were recently diagnosed with developmental disabilities 

 

We are blessed to be able to support these needs. 
 

The Dora Hansen Trust Committee 

Thank you FUMC Neenah -Menasha!  

òŸƨƖШŊĲŰĲƖŸƚŔƣǃШŉŸƖШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШŊŔƻŔŰŊШŔƚШŔŰƚƓŔƖŔŰŊгШШ
ÑŸШƚĲĲШċШũŔƚƣŔŰŊШŸŉШƽőĲƖĲШŸƨƖШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШĬŸũũċƖƚШ
ƽĲŰƣШŔŰШΞΜΞΡЯШƚĲĲШƣőĲШ~ŸƚċŔĦШ9ŸƻĲŰċŰƣШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
9őċƖƣШƓŸƚƣĲĬШŸŰШƣőĲШĤƨũũĲƣŔŰШĤŸċƖĬШŰĲǂƣШ 

ƣŸШƣőĲШůċŔŰШŸǭŔĦĲЮШ 

April Monthly Mission: 
World Relief Fox Valley 

The April Monthly Mission donation will go to World Relief 
Fox Valley.  
 

As stated in last monthôs newsletter, World Relief has served 
over 2,000 refugees and special immigrants in the Fox Valley 
since 2012 and around the world since World War II.                    
Since federal funding for refugees ended in 2025, and with 
the current immigration crisis, the services of World Relief, 
with the help of church and community partners like us, are 
needed more than ever. 
 

On Sunday March 22nd, Kalina Davis, Church and                            
Community Engagement Manager for Fox Valley World                    
Relief, was scheduled to visit our church to provide more       
information. Jesus and his family were refugees at one time, 
and one of the two great commandments he left us was ñlove 
your neighbor.ò And who is our neighbor? Everyone. 
 

Gifts can be put into the offering plate or into the special 
brown Mission envelopes found in the pews, visit our website 
at fumcnm.org and click on the ñOnline Givingò tab, use the 
Vanco Mobile app on your phone, or mail your check to the 
church office with ñApril Monthly Mission - World Reliefò   
in the memo line.  
 

 

 
FUMC is Now Part of  the Trex 
Plastic Bag Recycling Program 
After multiple challenges, FUMC is now officially part of the 
Trex plastic bag collection program! The Trex nonprofit                  
program has been revamped. The program is now called                  
NexTrex. The rules have changed. They no longer have the 
1000 pounds of plastic bags collected in 12 months equals                    
a Trex bench (made from recycled bags).  
 

Instead of the 1000 pound challenge, Trex will offer quarterly 
drawings. Participants have opportunities to win rewards up to 
four times each year. Twenty-five participating organizations 
are picked quarterly and rewarded with a gift valued at $500. 
Each organization sending in 250 pounds of plastic, is an                
entry into the drawing. In addition, each participating                        
organization receives a gift from Trex when they reach the 
first 250 pounds (annually), valued at $100.  
 

At this time, FUMC has delivered 119 pounds of plastic.                   
We have more good news - St. Joeôs is going to pair with 
FUMC and list our church as the donating nonprofit when 
they recycle their plastic. Thank you, St. Joeôs! 
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The Faces of First Church in February & March! 

                                          Winter Retreat Group 2026                                                             Service projects at the Youth Winter Retreat                                           Pizza Night at the Winter Retreat                                                           Winter Retreat fun! 

4th & 5th graders create with watercolors during Sunday School                                   Sunday School classes combine to share an important lesson about God's love!                                                                       6th and 7th grade Sunday School group 

            Youth Group - Wednesday movie and discussion                                                   Chocolate Chip Cookie Jar assembly crew                                      Dustin and Stephanie lead a fundraiser for Lithuania         Pastor Rebecca, Audrey, and Deb assemble cookie jars 


