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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

March 2026 

Important March Dates at First Church! 
¶ March 1      Second Sunday in Lent; Holy Communion; Special Music by:  Voices of Praise  

¶ March 2      Green Team Meeting in Room 106 at 6:00 pm  

¶ March 5      Dora Hansen Meeting at 6:00 pm 

¶ March 6      World Day of Prayer 

¶ March 7      FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 

¶ March 8      Daylight Saving Time Begins:  Set your clocks AHEAD Saturday night! 

¶ March 8      Third Sunday in Lent; Special Music by:  Chapel Ringers 

¶ March 8      Asbury Club in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 pm  

¶ March 9      Signup Deadline for Supper and Service 

¶ March 10    Christian Education Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm 

¶ March 11    April Newsletter Articles and Calendar Events Due 

¶ March 11    After School Program in the Youth Room at 4:15 pm 

¶ March 11    Supper and Service Begins with 5:30 pm Dinner 
                         Followed by Service Project of Making Soup Jars for Community Table Guests 

¶ March 15    Fourth Sunday in Lent; Special Music by:  Sonshine Singers and Ringers;  
                         Special Offering Sunday:  UMCOR Sunday  

¶ March 15    Bake a Difference Frozen Cookie Dough Sale Begins    

¶ March 15    Viewing of The Other Dream Team and Pizza Lunch at 11:30 am  

¶ March 16    Trustees Meeting via Zoom at 6:00 pm 

¶ March 17    Happy St. Patrickôs Day! 

¶ March 17    Church Council via Zoom at 6:00 pm 

¶ March 18    Deadline for Easter Flower Orders 

¶ March 19    April Newsletter Assembly in the Corner Lounge at 9:30 am 

¶ March 19    UWF - Miriam Circle in Room 106 and via Zoom at 1:00 pm  

¶ March 20    Happy First Day of Spring! 

¶ March 21    FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 

¶ March 21    FUMC Serves Fox Valley Community Table Noon Meal 

¶ March 22    Fifth Sunday in Lent; Guest Speaker:  Kalina Davis 

¶ March 22    Spring Break! No Sunday School  

¶ March 22    Youth Mission Trip Meeting at 10:30 am  

¶ March 23    Sign Up Deadline for Breakfast with the Bunny                         

¶ March 25    Youth Group Programming in the Youth Room at 5:00 pm 

¶ March 29    Palm Sunday; Sixth Sunday in Lent; Special Music by:  Voices of Praise;  

¶         Breakfast with the Bunny in Fellowship Hall at 10:15 am 

¶ March 29    Spring Break! No Sunday School  

¶ March 29    Palm Sunday Path at FUMC Appleton at 12:30 pm 

¶ April 1        Wills, Trusts, & Memorialsô Applications Due 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
Neenah - Menasha 

 

108 West Doty  Avenue, Neenah, WI  54956  
 

(920)725-0166  -  Email - firstumc@fumcnm.org - www.fumcnm.org 

Come - Share - Grow - Serve  

Dˉˇ˗iʱhʠ Sˉ˥˔nʐ ɧe˒˔nʟ 
Mˉrʫʑ 8ˁʑ! Seʠ y˛ˤʞ     

ʫloʫkʟ ʨɯeaʋ ɧef˛ɼʍ y˛ʢ  
gʙ tʙ ɧeʋ ˛ʘ Mˉrʫʑ 7ˁʑ! 

Palm/Passion Sunday - March 29th  
9:00 am 

 
 

Holy Week begins Sunday, March 29th  
with our Palm/Passion Sunday worship.                
We remember Jesusô entry into the                        
Holy City of Jerusalem and our calling to 
follow Jesus trusting in his promises.    

 
Maundy Thursday - April 2

nd 

6:00 pm 
 

 

On Maundy Thursday, as we remember                 
Jesusô last supper with his disciples,                        
we are invited to remember our own story 
with Christ.  

Good Friday - April 3rd 

6:00 pm 
 
 

This night does not seem good as we                    
remember the death of Jesus, but it is 
through his final moments on the cross          
that we come to see the depth of Jesusô 
love for us.   

 
Easter Sunday - April 5

th 

9:00 am 
 

The joyous ending of Holy Week comes 
with our celebration of the resurrection 
on Easter Morning! Christ the Lord is 
risen today, Alleluia!   

All Holy Week services will be available on our YouTube channel, as a link on our Facebook page                                  
(www.facebook.com/fumcnm), and on our website (www.fumcnm.org) at the time of service.  

All Holy Week services will also be available for the audio call-in as follows: 
    Palm Sunday:  Sun., March 29th - Wed., April 1st; Maundy Thursday:  available approx. 7:00 pm - 7:00 pm on Friday  

    Good Friday:  available approximately 7:00 pm on Friday, April 3rd - approximately 10:30 am on Easter Sunday 

Breakfast with the Bunny 
Sunday, March 29th - Following Worship 

All are invited to attend Breakfast with the Bunny following worship on                                  
Sunday, March 29th. Enjoy fellowship with all ages over a delicious pancake                         
breakfast. For those interested in more fun, we will have our two annual Easter                 
egg hunts, activities, and a visit from our Easter Bunny! Sign up by Monday, 
March 23rd on the sheet in the Commons or use the link available in your weekly 
email. We can't wait to see everyone!  

 O UR  S UNDAY   
M ORNING  S CHEDULE   

  9:00 am    Worship 
10:00 am    Fellowship Time 

(will only be offered on Sundays                 
when we have a volunteer to host) 

10:15 am    Sunday School and  
                      Childrenõs Music Rehearsals 

 
 

Childcare is provided  every 
Sunday morning beginning at 8:45 am 

 

For those who are not able to                                    
attend in-person worship, simply type 
@firstunitedmethodistchurch8790 in your 
Google search to join us on Sundays at 
9:00 am for worship that is being 
livestreamed via YouTube. You may also 
find the link to the livestream on our                        
Facebook page. The recorded services will 
continue to be available both on our 
YouTube channel and on our website 
(www.fumcnm.org).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 www.fumcnm.org 
firstumc@fumcnm.org 

(920)725-0166 



Share!  

Historically, Lent was a season of preparation within the 
church. Persons interested in being baptized and incorporated 
into the life of community would spend the Lenten season                     
preparing for this sacrament. On the one hand, it was a time of 
repentance as they reflected on the life they were living and 
choosing to leave behind. However, it was also a time of                    
learning about the new life they were entering into and what                 
it meant to be a follower of Jesus. 
 

This Lenten season, we will be preparing for the Easter                       
celebration and renewal of our baptisms as we journey through 
the Sermon on the Mount. Through these teachings, Jesus offers 
us a vision of the life that God desires for the world. It is                      
certainly not the reality we face today with arguments and fierce 
divisions leading to talk of seeking payback, of people being 
harmed and disrespected, of individuals seeking to grow their 
wealth and power while others are struggling. Yet, we hear                  
Jesus calling us as people of faith to live into a different reality, 
to be a light that offers the world a vision of hope. As we listen 
and study Jesusô words, we will find direction for how we are to 
live as citizens of Godôs Kingdom. It is not easy, as Jesus 
acknowledges, but it is a life that is trustworthy and true.    
 

May this be a season that leads us towards a life full of hope 
and promise. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Rebecca 
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Come!   
 

Worship at First Church 
Sundays at 9:00 am  
(In Person and Online)  

 

Sermon on the Mount  
The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, contains some of 
Jesusô most profound and most memorable teachings. 
Through each of these teachings, Jesus offers us a vision                   
of the Kingdom of God. This Lenten season, we will reflect 
on Jesusô words that they might guide and inspire us to live 
into this new reality for the world.     

March 1 Sermon on the Mount:   
 People of Influence 
  Matthew 5:13-16 
 

March 8 Sermon on the Mount:  
 You Have Heard It Said 
  Matthew 5:21-24, 38-48 
 

March 15 Sermon on the Mount:  
 Practices of Piety 
  Matthew 6:1-18 
 

March 22 Sermon on the Mount:  
 Find Your Treasure 
  Matthew 6:19-34 
 

March 29 Sermon on the Mount:  
 Living Into the Kingdom 
  Matthew 7:7-14, 24-27 

Special Dates in March:                            
                            
 
 

 
World Day of Prayer 2026 
Friday, March 6th 

 

       
 

 
 

UMCOR Sunday 
Sunday, March 15th 

 
 
 
 

Purchase Scrip Today! 
 

Make A New Yearôs Resolution                              
to Buy and Use Scrip a REALITY! 

Itôs an easy way to support                                             
FUMCôs many wonderful ministries!  

It is so simple and doesnôt cost you a penny! Just purchase 
Scrip cards for all the places you already do your shopping                
and dining out:  the grocery store, gas station, stores at the                  
Fox River Mall, many area restaurants, and the movie theater. 
A Scrip card works just like a gift card, but this card gives 
back a percentage to FUMC. Percentages vary by retailer,  
but every little bit helps! Even if you donôt attend in-person 
worship, there are many ways you can purchase Scrip cards. 
Please call Al Kahl at (920)725-6474 or email him at 
aakmtk@tds.net to decide what is the easiest method for you 
to get scrip cards. You will be helping to keep our ministries 
happening! Thank you to our dedicated buyers for raising 
over $1,000 in 2026 for FUMC through their Scrip purchases 
and $240,000 since the program began in 2007.  
 

Scrip is great and helps make our ministries happen! 
 

If you give gift cards as presents,  
we can get almost any card you need.  

 

Make a difference!   
Purchase scrip today! 

Packers Concessions                    
2026-27 Packers Concessions Season                         
Begins with Concerts on May 15th & 16th!  

 

Take the Lambeau Leap and                                         
find out about volunteering now! 

Our favorite team's season with                             
concerts in May and UW/ND football                
in early September is coming quickly. 
This means BIG opportunities to support 
the ministries of our church! Earnings/
volunteer at 2025 games ranged from 
$326 to $437/game  and  averaged $379. 

See Al at the Scrip table to learn about how it all happens and 
get on our list of potential volunteers or email him 
at aakmtk@tds.net. Total earnings for FUMC in 2025 were 
$27,000. Other groups that worked with us to fill our stand 
earned $33,000. 

Help make our altar               

.[hha in celebration  
on Easter Sunday! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Easter Lily - $10.00  Hyacinth            - $  10.00  
 Daffodil      - $10.00  Hydrangea - 4ò - $  15.00 
 Tulip           - $10.00   Hydrangea - 6ò - $  22.00 

(Most plants are in a 6-inch container;  
all will be foil wrapped.) 

Please place your order by Wednesday, March 18th. 
 

Your name:   
 

Email or phone:  
 

Please indicate quantity of each below: 
 

Easter Lily                   Hyacinth 
 

Daffodil                       Hydrangeas (4ò) 
 

Tulip         Hydrangeas (6ò)  
 

Total enclosed:  $ 
(*Make checks out to First United Methodist Church                                         

and please indicate ñEaster Flowersò in the memo.) 
 

Dedication:  
(Please circle:  in loving memory, in honor, or in celebration) 
Please print clearly so we note your dedication(s) accurately. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please check your preference below: 
 

                  I will pick up my flowers after the 9:00 am service. 
 

                  Please give my flowers to a homebound church member. 
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Palm Sunday Path 
Sunday, March 29th  
from 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 

Meeting at First UMC Appleton 
As Jesus approached the city of Jerusalem, he staged a procession, a public                  
display that both called into question the usual symbols and privileges of power 
and embraced a different way. With humility and mercy, Jesus offered a sharp 
contrast to the fear and domination of Roman rule. Recognizing our nation is at  
a similar crossroads, Christians across the nation are organizing marches on 
Palm Sunday, March 29th, to affirm the values of Christ to feed the hungry, care 
for the sick, and welcome the stranger. Further details will be shared about                  
options for carpooling, but as United Methodists we will gather at First United 
Methodist Church in Appleton to process together in song as we join others                     
at Houdini Plaza. We hope that many will join us in celebrating Palm Sunday as 
we affirm and advocate for the values of Godôs Kingdom here on Earth. 



 

Youth & Family Ministry 
Events this March 

 

 

Save the Date! 
Breakfast with the Bunny                                

Sunday, March 29th 
Following Worship 

Save the Date! All are invited to attend Breakfast with the               
Bunny following worship on Sunday, March 29th. Enjoy                   
fellowship with all ages over a delicious pancake breakfast.                
For those interested in more fun, we will have our two annual 
Easter egg hunts, activities, and a visit from our Easter Bunny! 
Sign up by Monday, March 23rd on the sheet in the                  
Commons or use the link available in your weekly email. 
We can't wait to see everyone!  
 

The Other Dream Team 
Sunday, March 15th 

11:30 am 
There may be 13 people going to 
Lithuania this summer, but this                  
is a partnership of the whole                                
congregation. It is for this reason 
that anyone interested is invited                  
to join this yearôs mission trip                 
participants on Sunday, March 15th 
at 11:30 am for a preparation                   
session. There will be a pizza lunch 
as we view The Other Dream Team, 
a documentary about the Lithuania 
Olympic basketball team of 1992. 
The film not only tells their story on 
the court, but also a glimpse into the 
history of  Lithuania  that  made  the 

success of this team so special. This is an opportunity for all of 
us to learn a little bit more about our brothers and sisters in 
ministry. If you would like to join us, please talk with                            
Pastor Rebecca or sign up in the Commons so we can order 
enough pizza. 
 

Spring Break!  
No Sunday School programming                                       

on Sundays, March 22nd or March 29th.  
 

Grow! 

Youth Group                                 
Wednesday Night 
Programming  

Wednesday, March 11th - Serve! 
4:15 pm - 5:00 pm - After School Program  
                                     in the Youth Room upstairs 
5:00 pm - 5:30 pm - Small Group Meeting Time 
5:30 pm - 7:15 pm - Supper and Service project  
                                     in Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday, March 25th - Grow! 
5:00 pm - 5:30 pm - Small Group Check-in 
5:30 pm - 6:00 pm - Dinner in Fellowship Hall 
6:00 pm - 6:30 pm - Whole Group Activity Time  
                                 (grades 6-12) 
6:30 pm - 7:15 pm - Small Group Meeting Time  
(grades 6-8 & grades 9-12 will meet as smaller groups) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Programming 
Family Fun for All Ages  

These fun, monthly events, created for our families                                 
at First Church, are a great way to get to know others                           

and get active in the life of the church!  
 

Mark your calendars now for these upcoming activities! 

§ Sunday, March 29 @ 10:15 am:  Breakfast with the Bunny 

§ Friday, April 17th @ 5:30 pm:  Family Movie Night 

§ Sunday, May 31st:  Splash into Summer 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Save the Date! 
VBS 2026 

 Sunday, July 26th - Thursday, July 30th 
Mark your calendars now for an incredible new adventure of 
discovering the nature of God! This summer, we will step 
through the mist into Rainforest Fallséoverflowing with wild 
waterfalls, towering trees, and colorful creatures. Together, we 
will explore what it means to be rooted in relationship with 
God, our Creator, a safe place in lifeôs storms. 
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Wills, Trusts, & Memorials (WT&M) 
Accepting Applications for                      

Project Funds through April 1st 
 

 

What types of funds are available? 
Memorial monies are donated for either a specific purpose               
or for discretionary use.  

¶ Specific purpose funds are just that - a specific purpose 
indicated by the person or family donating the money.   

¶ Discretionary funds are monies donated by people who 
want the funds used for something that will benefit                     
the church or its members that general church funds                  
donôt cover.   

 

If you have a request for funds that will benefit the church, 
please pick up a form at the church office, fill it out, and                    
return it to the office by April 1st. The requests will be                     
reviewed by the WT&M Committee, with decisions made by 
mid-April. If you have questions or need an electronic                   
request form, please contact Curt Langacker at (414)795-7293 
or c.langacker@gmail.com. 
 

FUMC Menôs Breakfast 
First and Third Saturdays 

8:30 am 
Come join us for a social breakfast at Four                
Seasons Restaurant, 1104 S. Commercial St., 

Neenah, on the first and third Saturday of each month. Men                 
of all ages are invited to be a part of this group so come join     
us for a meal and social discussions. The food is always                   
delicious and the vast topics of our discussions are relevant and 
most interesting. Watch for reminders on the church calendar. 
Our next social will be on Saturday, March 7th. 

 

Our                              
Sunday Morning                      
Winter Schedule 

 

Our Sunday morning schedule for 
winter will be: 

¶  9:00 am    In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary 

¶10:00 am    Fellowship Time* 

¶10:15 am    Sunday School and Childrenôs Music Rehearsals 
 

We invite you to be here as we come together to learn,                    
to worship, to fellowship!  
 

*Fellowship Time will only be offered if we have a volunteer 
to host. Sign up on Sundays in the Commons. 

 

 

 
 

 

Paid Nursery Position Available 
Do you love spending time with our younger friends at church? 
We are hiring nursery attendants to work Wednesday evenings 
during the school year and at other church events where                  
childcare is needed. This is a paid position. If you are interested 
or know someone who would be a great fit working with our 
kids, see Denise Tribbey or Pastor Rebecca. 
 

Volunteers Needed                               
for Newsletter Assembly! 

We are always looking for volunteers to help                    
assemble our monthly newsletter. We meet once a 
month on a Thursday at 9:30 am in the Corner 
Lounge.  If   you   are  interested   in  helping   out 
and would like to be added to our newsletter volunteer list,                     
please email Amy at firstumc@fumcnm.org. Any and all help 
is appreciated!  

Community Clothes Closet 

Have you heard of Community Clothes Closet in Menasha? 
Did you know they allow six clothing items free of charge              
to needy individuals in our community on a bi-weekly basis? 
As a church, we can support the Community Clothes Closet      
by donating our new and lightly used items from our closets  as 
we prepare for the changing seasons. Letôs remember                    
this is a great resource for those struggling in our community. 
Donation hours at the Community Clothes Closet                      
(1465B Opportunity Way, Menasha) are Monday - Friday from 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm and Monday evenings from                       
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm. If going to the Clothes Closet is                               
a challenge for you or you would like more information, please 
talk with Patsy Vegter or call the church office at               
(920)725-0166 to be part of this great ministry! 
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April Newsletter articles  
    are due on Wednesday, March 11th.   
    Please send your articles and calendar events                    
    to Amy at firstumc@fumcnm.org. Thank you!  

 

April Newsletter assembly  
    is Thursday, March 19th at 9:30 am in the                      
    Corner Lounge! Any and all help is welcome! 



Serve!   
Fox Valley Community Table 

Noon Meal - March 21st 
Volunteers and Donations Needed 

Our church is responsible for preparing and 
serving the noon meal on Saturday, March 
21st at the Fox Valley Community Table    
located at St. Paul Lutheran Church (across 
from the Y in Neenah). The confirmands and 
their sponsors have volunteered to assist with 
this meal. If you would like to donate food 

and/or assist with this meal, please contact Helen Kurka 
at hlkurka@aol.com or 920-810-6717. Monetary donations are 
also appreciated to help pay for food for our meals.    

 

Fox Valley Community Table 
March Collection:  Dish Soap 

During the month of March,                
we will be collecting dish soap                 
to be given to the folks                     
who come to eat at the Fox                 
Valley Community Table. Snap 
funds do not help pay for this                         
essential item. All donations                
will be greatly appreciated.                 
Donations can be placed on the 
Missions table  in  the Commons. 
Thank you to the many FUMC members who continue                       
to support this local mission project.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Supper and Service 
Wednesday, March 11th 

5:30 pm 
Join us for dinner at 5:30 pm and then together we can join in 
the work of Godôs Kingdom. This month, we will be working 
together to make soup jars for Community Table. Dinner is     
$3/person or $10 max for families. To help with our planning 
of dinner, we ask that you sign up on the clipboard by                
either door into the building or by filling out the form on 
our website by Monday, March 9th. We are looking for               
volunteers to provide dessert. If you are interested, please talk 
with Pastor Rebecca.  
 

 

Close Knit Friends 
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 
Close Knit Friends meets weekly   
on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm in the                    
Commons. Stop in to share time 
working on a craft or to share                        
a chat! Contact Melissa Borth                                       
(920-915-4384) or Joann Meagher 
(920-740-6874) with any questions.  
 

United Women in Faith 
Miriam Circle 

United Women of Faith meets the third 
Thursday of the month at 1:00 pm in 
Room 106. All women are welcome                
to attend. Please watch the bulletin                
for details on Marchôs gathering on      
the 19th.   

 

Bake a Difference 
Frozen Cookie Dough Sale 

Sometimes you just need                  
a little something sweet,                
or   a quick and easy way  to 
provide dessert at a                            
gathering. The Lithuania 
mission team has a solution 
for you - homemade frozen 
cookie dough! Mix and 
match  among  fan favorites, 
as well as a gluten-free flavor as well! The cost is $15 for                         
a bakerôs dozen of individually scooped raw cookies;                          
the cookies can be baked as you are ready or frozen to save 
for the right occasion. To order, there will be a link to a 
Google form on our Facebook page and in the weekly 
email beginning March 15th, as well as a paper form by 
the church entries. Orders are due by April 12th, with 
pick-up at church on April 26th. We hope you can help   
support our Lithuania mission team! 

 
 
 
 

Asbury Club 
Sunday, March 8th at 5:00 pm 

Asbury Club will meet on Sunday March 8th at 5:00 pm.                   
The evening will start with a potluck meal followed by                           
a game night. If youôve had a busy week, donôt worry about 
bringing something for the potluck. Please bring your plate 
and silverware. Ice water will be provided. Playing cards are                 
available or bring one of your favorite games to share.                      
All adults are welcome to come and join the fun!  
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Gardening Support Group? 
This is a special time for us gardeners. It is cold outside,                     
but optimism blooms in our hearts. Seed and nursery catalogs 
are ñwish booksò to us where everything looks great and                  
we envision such perfection in our own plots. Past crop                    
failures or the ravages of weather are long forgotten as we 
plan another year.  
 

Friends at church, and some new acquaintances, have                        
discussed gardening with me. They have questions or are just 
making conversation, but it seems a popular topic for many of 
us, no matter the size of our yards. How can I get started 
composting? How does one start a native plant garden?                     
How can I safely deal with insect pests? Can I grow full-size 
tomatoes in a bucket? How can I start seedlings in the spring?  
  

Through trial and error, research and word of mouth,                          
gardeners like to learn and share. Does that include you? 
 

I was wondering if we might start an informal group to help 
each other learn and to share with each other (conversation, 
information, resources, plants, ideas). If interested email me 
at: mkkarth5@gmail.com or look me up at church some                         
Sunday. Just another way to appreciate creation.     
             

Megan Karth 

 

 

March Green Team Tip:                   
Buy Nothing Groups 

Check out your local Buy Nothing group! Buy Nothing 
Neenah can be found on Facebook. In this group, you can gift 
items you no longer need or ask for items before making                          
a purchase. Everything gifted is free. Not a Neenah resident? 
Many other communities have Buy Nothing groups too.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Monthly Mission:   
Rooted & Rising 

During the month of March, we will be offering our                               
support to Rooted and Rising, a ministry of the                                    
Wisconsin United Methodist Annual Conference. Rooted and 
Rising (formerly known as Children's Services) is located                   
in the diverse neighborhood of Washington Park in                          
Milwaukee. It is a community in which 15% of its residents 
are  unemployed  and  50%   live   below   the   poverty  line.  
Rooted and Rising is dedicated to building and nurturing                  
a strong community by providing low-income housing                     
and property management which includes 72 housing units, 
early childhood childcare and education, food pantry,                   
basic resources such as personal hygiene and                                      
clothing, and neighborhood engagement opportunities. Gifts                       
supporting this important ministry can be given online 
at www.fumcnm.org, using the Vanco Mobile App on your 
phone, through brown mission envelopes found in the pews, 
or marking your offering envelopes with ñMarch Monthly 
Missionò or ñRooted and Rising.ò Thank you for your 
demonstration of care for a community in need!   
 

 

 

Monday - Thursday  
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

Friday 
Closed 
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Join Us Online! 
Be a part of our online community! You can view all the 
content on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
fumcnm) even without a Facebook account. 

Stay Connected This Winter! 
Make a Difference Monday 
suggestions for ways we can                                                          

spread kindness and impact the world  
Treasure Box Tuesday 

a young friend shares a special treasure with us  
Whole Hearted Wednesday 

Pastor Rebecca offers a brief devotion                                               
to recenter us midweek  
Throwback Thursday 

we look back to memories from long ago,                                    
and sometimes not so long ago   
Family Favorites Friday 

we can hear from one another about favorite memories 
from the summer or favorite activities our families do  



OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
  P 

 United Methodist Church 
 Our partner church in Pilviġkiai, Lithuania 
 Methodism in Lithuania 
 Our enemies 
 Government leaders worldwide 
 The jobless, underemployed, and working poor    
 Military personnel & families 
 Racial, religious, and ethnic tensions 
 Continuous gun violence 
 The refugees of war 
 Compassion for people of all faiths and races 
 Repentance for those who stoke hatred and divisions 
 All the trouble spots around the world 
 Refugees displaced by conflict and violence all around                 
the world 

 Children living in poverty 
 Hate crimes 
 Migrants seeking asylum at Mexican/U.S. border 
 Persons struggling with mental illness and their families 
 Human trafficking 
 War in Ukraine 
 War in Gaza 
 Genocide in Sudan 
February 15 
Strength for Annie, a pastor in the Methodist Church in  
   the Philippines, who is feeling the challenge of speaking  
   out amidst harassment 
Prayers of comfort for friends and family of Louise Coumbe  
   who passed away this week 
Prayers of healing for a relative of Nancy Berge who was  
   Hit by a car in Milwaukee and is in the hospital with  
   multiple injuries 
Prayers of healing for Karla Kaphaem's mother, Jean,  
   who is struggling with multiple medical issues 
February 8 
Prayer of thanks for Sue Jones's stepdad's healthcare team  
   and family traveling to stay with him  
February 1 
Healing for Sue Jones's stepdad Dave, who underwent  
   open heart surgery Sunday morning 
Healing for Ben Reinke as he recovers from  
   a work accident  
Prayers for Patty Weisenselôs brother-in-law Bob  
   who is in the ICU at UW Hospital in Madison for healing,  
   and for her sister-in-law Lisa, his wife, for strength and  
   love in dealing with all of this!  
January 25 
Prayers of healing for Melissa Woodard's uncle,  
   Ron Hughes, who is having heart surgery on Monday 
Prayers of comfort for Larry Vegter, and others, as they  
   grieve the loss of their friend, Ted 
Prayers of healing and comfort for the family of  
   Alex Pretti, his community, and the nation 
Prayers for strength for neighbors living in fear 

 

From Our Mission Committee:  
Who is our neighbor? World Relief, a non-profit, Christian 
organization has been answering that question through                 
their actions since World War II, providing help to victims                
of wars, famines, disasters, violence, and oppression. It is 
estimated over 120 million people around the world must flee 
their homes to survive and World Relief is one of the                        
organizations answering the call to help them. 
 

On Sunday, March 22nd, Kalina Davis, Church and 
Community Engagement Manager with World Relief in 
Appleton, will visit FUMC Neenah/Menasha to update                 
us on how the dramatic changes in US immigration policy 
are impacting refugees and our neighbors from other                 
nations here in the Fox Valley. 
 

A bit of history...World Relief served in other countries for 
many years, but in 1979 launched a refugee resettlement              
program in the US for Vietnamese boat people whose loyalty 
to the US during that war threatened their lives. Thousands 
died as they fled. World Relief became the only evangelical 
agency authorized by the US government to resettle refugees. 
In 2012, World Relief opened an Appleton office and since 
then they have helped settle over 2,000 refugees in the                    
Fox Valley, mostly from Myanmar, Republic of Congo,                
Afghanistan, and Syria. 
 

How does the program work? World Relief welcomed these 
new neighbors and supported them during an initial 90-day 
period with financial help from the US State Department and 
support from local church partners and individual volunteers 
and businesses. They helped secure housing, language classes 
and jobs, enrolled children in school, and connected families 
to healthcare. They also provided immigration legal services 
and basically walked with them on their journey to adjust to a 
new home and culture. 
 

But all that changed in early 2025. Most immigration and all 
refugee resettlement was placed on hold and those refugees 
who had been thoroughly vetted and had completed their      
paperwork, will have to remain in refugee camps indefinitely. 
The US State Department, previously a cooperative partner 
with World Relief, suspended all financial help for the                   
refugees, and for the services of World Relief, who continue 
to be a resource for these recent arrivals. It is a time of                    
uncertainty for many of our neighbors from other countries 
and those trying to help them. 
 

Kalina Davis will speak briefly at the end of worship on 
March 22nd and then meet in Room 106 for those interested 
in knowing more. The April Monthly Mission offering will 
go to World Relief to support the important work they 
are doing for these, our neighbors.  
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¶ Local Missions 

¶ Conference Projects 

¶ National Advance Projects 

¶ International Advance Projects  

¶ UMCOR  

¶ Special Sundays  

¶ ñIn Mission Togetherò Partnerships 

¶ Missionary Support 

2025 Mission Giving and Mosaic Covenant  
(Formerly:  Rainbow Covenant)  

 

Part One:  Summary of Giving 
The Mission Committee extends our heartfelt thanks to the congregation for your faithful 
and generous support of missions in 2025. Because of your giving, a total of $29,435.70 
was contributed to local, conference, national, and international mission efforts. 

 

What an incredible testimony to the compassionate spirit of our church family! Your generosity reflects the words of Jesus                    
in Matthew 5:16: ñLet your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven.ò Because of your faithfulness, Christôs light is shining in our community and around the world. 
 

Thank you for being a church that lives out its faith through action. We are deeply grateful for your continued              
commitment to sharing Christôs love near and far. 
 

The Mosaic Covenant (formerly the Rainbow Covenant) was created by the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 
Church to encourage congregations to look beyond their own walls and prayerfully discern how God is calling us into mission. 
 

The new name, Mosaic Covenant, more fully reflects the rich diversity and variety of mission giving within our conference                   
and our own church. Just as a mosaic is made up of many unique pieces that come together to form something beautiful and 
meaningful, our mission support unites many different ministries into one shared and faithful commitment. 
 

The Mosaic Covenant encompasses eight meaningful areas of mission engagement:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition, congregations are called to fulfill their annual apportionment as part of this shared commitment. 
 

The Mission Committee meets throughout the year to prayerfully discern how we will support missions and the various areas                 
of the Mosaic Covenant. Our mission giving is organized by category, with totals listed below. 
 

These gifts are made possible through Monthly Mission Giving (loose coin offerings), about 3% of the churchôs overall budget 
designated for missions, and generous individual contributions. 
 

For a detailed breakdown by organization, please see the Mosaic Covenant chart on the committee bulletin board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apportionment 
Must pay 100% of apportionment to qualify for Mosaic Covenant - $40,968.00  

Thank you for your generosity! 
The Mission Committee is delighted to announce that our church will again be recognized as a Mosaic Covenant Church for the 
11th consecutive year! This milestone reflects our steadfast generosity and heart for service. Because of your faithfulness, we are 
able to continue supporting a wide and diverse range of mission efforts that make a lasting impact near and far. 
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Local Missions - $11,876.57  
World Relief Wisconsin (for local refugees) 
Supper and Service 
Pillars 
Fox Valley Community Table 
REACH Counseling 
Snack Pack 
Uniting Faiths to Feed His Flock 
LEAVEN 
FUMC Green Team 
Samaritan Counseling 
ESTHER 
St. Joseph's Food Program 
Habitat for Humanity Family 
 

Special Sundays - $912.00 
UMCOR Sunday (One Great Hour) 
Native American Sunday 
Human Relations Sunday 
Golden Cross Sunday 
Peace with Justice Sunday 
UMC Student Day Sunday 
World Communion Sunday 
 

Conference Projects - $750.00 
Northcott & Childrenôs Services 
 

National Advance Projects - $1,523.32 
LA Fire Recovery 
Lahaina United Methodist Church 
 

International Advance Projects - $6,594.63 
Goshen Blessings 
Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary 
 

In Mission Together - $4,433.00 
Lithuania Partnership Covenant 
Hope Center - Latvia (May Monthly Mission)  
UMCOR ï $ 1,309.30  
UMCOR 
Missionary Support - $2,046.88 
Rev. Joe Riddle - Lithuania Missionary 
Vehicle support for Lithuania Missionary 



The Faces of First Church in February! 

 Working together to make Lenten chains at Lenten Learning Fair    Fellowship and delicious food at our Baked Potato Luncheon                      Enjoying pizza and bowling                                                                 Our commissioned acolytes 

Candles of peace placed around the world at Pray for Peace           Palm crosses used in praise and penance at Lenten Learning Fair     Kurkas delivered oodles of Styrofoam to the Outagamie recycling center                   Enjoying our Baked Potato Luncheon                                    

                                                         Youth Fellowship - Bowling Event                                                                                William grinds up palm ash                                                                                 February Snack Pack volunteers 


