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All Church Event: 
 Ice-Skating Night  

at The Plaza in Neenah! 

Thursday, January 8th 
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

We hope you will plan to join us for a night of ice-skating fun 
and fellowship in downtown Neenah! The cost is $5.00 per 
person and a sign-up form (which will include a waiver link) 
will be sent in the weekly email communications. You can 
also connect with Jessica (fumcnm.christianed@gmail.com) 
for sign-up and any questions you may have!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolyte Training 
Sunday, January 25th 
10:15 am in the Sanctuary  

Epiphany is the season of Light as we grow in understanding 
of Christ, the Light of the World. Every Sunday our acolytes   
usher in the light, reminding us of Christôs presence with us 
during worship. At the conclusion of our service, they then 
lead us out into the world, following the Light of Christ. Our 
acolytes are very important to the life of our church, and we 
are grateful for all that they do. On Sunday, January 25th,                        
a training for acolytes will be held at 10:15 am in the                         
sanctuary. All youth, 3rd grade or older, who are interested in 
learning more about this important ministry are welcome to 
attend. If you have questions, please talk with Pastor Rebecca. 
 

A Treat from Dairy Queen 
Can it get any better than having a treat 
from Dairy Queen?  Yes! You can get a 
treat from Dairy Queen AND support 
our ministry in Lithuania! Stop in on 
January 26th, anytime of the day, and 
order one of your favorites at the Dairy 

Queen on Commercial St. Tell them you are supporting First 
UMC Neenah-Menashaôs Lithuania ministry, and 20% of the 
sales will be donated! And who are we kidding? Some of these 
treats freeze, so you can stock up!     This is a great way to 
start fundraising for our next mission trip to Lithuania! Does it 
get any better? Yes, actually! Use your scrip cards to support 
the church budget! 

 

The First 10 Minutes 
Usher and Greeter Training 

Sunday, January 11th 
10:30 am in the Sanctuary 

We have a wonderful team of  
volunteers who serve as ushers 
and greeters every year. We are so 
grateful because this is a vital 
ministry each Sunday morning, 
especially as we welcome guests 
to   worship.   Studies   show   that 
guests make up their mind about a church within the first                   
10 minutes of their visit. That means that the ministry of the 
ushers and greeters is vitally important. How can we improve 
our hospitality to leave a positive impression? What are some 
practices of hospitality that we know, but just need to be                  
reminded of? We are asking our ushers and greeters to join us 
for a brief training on Sunday, January 11th at 10:30 am in                    
the sanctuary so that as a church we can continue to grow as 
we extend a welcome that exemplifies the Spirit of God.     

 

2026 Offering  
Envelopes 

Your 2026 offering envelopes will                  
be arriving soon! Youôll be able                       
to pick up your envelopes in the                       
Commons after worship on Sundays             
or during church office hours                    
which are:  Monday - Thursday                     
9:00 am - 2:00 pm.  

Important January Dates at First Church! 
¶ January 1-2       Happy New Year! Church Office Closed 

¶ January 3       FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 

¶ January 4       Holy Communion 

¶ January 4       Sunday School Resumes in Fellowship Hall at 10:15 am 

¶ January 5 Green Team Meeting in Room 106 at 6:00 pm 

¶ January 7       Close Knit Friends Resumes in the Commons at 1:00 pm 

¶ January 8       All Church Event:  Ice Skating Night at The Plaza at 4:00 pm 

¶ January 11     Usher and Greeter Training in the Sanctuary at 10:30 am 

¶ January 11     Asbury Club in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 pm 

¶ January 12       Sign Up Deadline for Supper and Service 

¶ January 13       Christian Education Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm 

¶ January 14     February Newsletter Articles Due 

¶ January 14       After School Program in the Youth Room at 4:15 pm 

¶ January 14     Supper and Service Begins with 5:30 pm Dinner 

                            Followed by Service Project of Making Soup Jars for Community Table 

¶ January 15 Lithuania Mission Trip Commitment Deadline    

¶ January 15     UWF - Miriam Circle in Room 106 and via Zoom at 1:00 pm  

¶ January 17     FUMC Menôs Breakfast at Four Seasons at 8:30 am 

¶ January 17     FUMC Serves Fox Valley Community Table Noon Meal 

¶ January 18       Special Offering Sunday:  Human Relations Day 

¶ January 19     Church Office Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

¶ January 20     Church Council via Zoom at 6:00 pm 

¶ January 21       After School Program in the Youth Room at 4:15 pm 

¶ January 22     February Newsletter Assembly in Corner Lounge at 9:30 am  

¶ January 23-25  Winter Youth Retreat at Camp Lucerne 

¶ January 25 Acolyte Training in the Sanctuary at 10:15 am 

¶ January 26 Lithuania Fundraiser at Dairy Queen  

¶ January 31     Dora Hansen Grant Applications Due 

 O UR  S UNDAY   
M ORNING  S CHEDULE   

  9:00 am    Worship 
10:00 am    Fellowship Time 

(will only be offered on Sundays                 
when we have a volunteer to host) 

10:15 am    Sunday School and  
                      Childrenõs Music Rehearsals 

 

Sunday School resumes on                              
January 4th with a whole group lesson                

in Fellowship Hall! 
 

Childcare is provided  every 
Sunday morning beginning at 8:45 am 

 

For those who are not able to                                    
attend in-person worship, simply type 
@firstunitedmethodistchurch8790 in your 
Google search to join us on Sundays at 
9:00 am for worship that is being 
livestreamed via YouTube. You may also 
find the link to the livestream on our                        
Facebook page. The recorded services will 
continue to be available both on our 
YouTube channel and on our website 
(www.fumcnm.org).  

 
 

 www.fumcnm.org 
firstumc@fumcnm.org 

(920)725-0166 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Volunteers Needed                               

for Newsletter Assembly! 
We are always looking for volunteers to help assemble our 
monthly newsletter. We meet once a month on a Thursday at 
9:30 am in the Corner Lounge. If you are interested in helping 
out and would like to be added  to our newsletter volunteer list, 
please email Amy at firstumc@fumcnm.org. Any and all help    
is appreciated!  

 

FUMC Snow Policy 
During this time of year there is               
always the possibility that activities at 
the church might be canceled                   
due to inclement weather. During 
weekdays, we follow the guidance of 
the school system; if Neenah School 
District  has  canceled  activities,  then 

church activities are also canceled for that day. However, 
sometimes storms come through on the weekends. In the event 
of a blizzard or other extremely hazardous weather, church 
activities and worship may be canceled as we want people to 
stay safe. If this happens, we will communicate closures in a 
few ways. We will have it listed with Channel 2-WBAY and 
posted on our website and Facebook. We hope that these                   
different ways will help us get the word out. If you have any 
questions, please contact the church office at (920)725-0166. 

 

 
 
 
 

Special Offering Sunday 
Human Relations Day 
January 18, 2026 

How do your gifts support Human Relations? 
 

The Human Relations Day offering 
supports social justice and outreach 
ministries that empower all Godôs 
children to realize their full potential 
as human beings in relationship               
with one another. This fund helps 
encourage that potential through 
ministries like the Community                  
Developers Program, multiethnic 
ministries,    and     countless     other                  
projects across the United Methodist connection.                              
These funds are administered by Global Ministries in                       
collaboration with The General Board of Church and Society.  

 
 

Share!   
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Purchase Scrip Today! 
 

Make Your New Yearôs                       
Resolution to Buy and Use Scrip! 

Itôs an easy way to support                                             
FUMCôs many wonderful ministries!  

It is so simple and doesnôt cost you a penny! Just purchase 
Scrip cards for all the places you already do your shopping                
and dining out:  the grocery store, gas station, stores at the                  
Fox River Mall, many area restaurants, and the movie theater. 
A Scrip card works just like a gift card, but this card gives 
back a percentage to FUMC. Percentages vary by retailer,  
but every little bit helps! Even if you donôt attend in-person 
worship, there are many ways you can purchase Scrip cards. 
Please call Al Kahl at (920)725-6474 or email him at 
aakmtk@tds.net to decide what is the easiest method for you 
to get scrip cards. You will be helping to keep our ministries 
happening! Thank you to our dedicated buyers for raising 
$10,000 in 2025 for FUMC through their Scrip purchases and 
$239,000 since the program began in 2007.  
 

Scrip is great and helps make our ministries happen! 
 

If you give gift cards as presents,  
we can get almost any card you need.  

 

Make a difference!   
Purchase scrip today! 

 

Come!   
Worship at First Church 

Sundays at 9:00 am  
(In Person and Online)  

 

Questions Jesus Asked 
We think of Jesus having all the answers. Though when                        
we examine the Gospels, we find that Jesus asks many more                   
questions than he answers. To be precise, Jesus asks 307                   
questions. He is asked 183 of which he only answers three. 
Asking questions was central to Jesusô life and teachings.                     
This Epiphany season, we will be reflecting on some of the 
questions Jesus asked, and how they lead us to know more 
about a life of following Jesus.  

 

 January 4 What Are You Looking For?  
  Holy Communion 
      John 1: 35-42  
 January 11  What is Your Name? and Do you See? 
   Mark 5:1-20 
 January 18 Why Are You Worried? 
   Matthew 5:25-34 
 January 25 What Do You Want Me to Do? 
   Mark 10:46-52 
 February 1 What Do You Have? 
   Matthew 15:32-39 
 February 8 Who Do People Say That I Am? 
   Matthew 16:13-20 
 February 15 Cross and the Resurrection 
   Matthew 27:45 and John 21:15-17  
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At the start of a new year, we                         
often look back on the previous year 
to all that has happened in our lives 
and world, prompting questions about               
the new year ahead: What new                   
adventures will I take this year?                   
What things will I learn this                    
year? What changes will take place in 
the  world?  Questions  can  simply be 

lifted up for pondering, but they also have the power to shape 
us. They can prompt us to dig a little deeper into our own lives 
as we think about where we do want to travel, things we want 
to read about and study. Engaging in questions can build                   
relationships as we discover connections with one another and 
learn more about each other. Asking questions can be a great 
place to start the year as they can help us make decisions and 
start shaping the year ahead. 
 

Jesus understood the power of questions. He was good at                
asking questions. The questions Jesus asked invited people                   
to learn more about themselves, to make commitments, and                  
to grow in their relationships with others and with God.                          
In fact, Jesus rarely provided answers to questions. Rather, he                       
responded with more questions inviting people to grow as they 
discovered the answers for themselves. The answers werenôt 
always easy, but they were powerful, life-changing answers. 
This month, we will spend some time reflecting on the                    
questions Jesus asked others, knowing they still have                         
the potential to shape our year ahead. I wonder where Jesusô                    
questions, and our answers, will lead us in our walk                                  
of discipleship? 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Rebecca 

 

Pray for Peace 
Sunday, February 1st at 2:00 pm 
Our Saviorôs Lutheran, Neenah 

There is power in prayer and                
strength in being together. Both were                          
experienced last year at a moving     
ecumenical prayer service for peace. 
We hope that you will join us this 
year as area churches gather again to 
pray with one another, recognizing 
there are still so many places around 
the world in turmoil. Join us on                    
Sunday, February 1st at 2:00 pm at 
Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church.   

 

Estimate of Giving Cards 
As a church, we have been able to do some amazing ministry 
together. Many plans for 2026 are already underway.                      
Your plans to give and share in the ministries of this church               
are vital to making it all happen. Please remember to return 
your Estimate of Giving Card to help church leadership                                
finalize plans for the new year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

New Leadership                                        
for Chapel Ringers 

Staff-Parish Relations is excited to announce that                              
Micah Sommersmith has been hired as the new Director                     
of Chapel Ringers and will begin serving in this position                     
on January 1st. While Micah is a familiar presence in our                     
community, we are delighted that his leadership will be                    
expanding into a new area of music. We continue to                            
appreciate Micahôs deeply held belief that music is a gift                       
to everyone, and that music ministry should be open to all 
who wish to share that gift. We look forward to hearing                  
new melodies under his direction. 

February newsletter articles  
are due on Wednesday, January 14th.                   
Please send your articles and calendar events                      
to Amy at firstumc@fumcnm.org. Thank you!  
 

February newsletter assembly  
is Thursday, January 22nd at 9:30 am in the  
Corner Lounge! Any and all help is appreciated!  

Join Us Online! 
Be part of our online community! You can view all the 
content on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
fumcnm) even without a Facebook account. 

Stay Connected This Winter! 
Make a Difference Monday 
Suggestions for ways we can                                                          

spread kindness and impact the world  
Treasure Box Tuesday 

A young friend shares a special treasure with us  
Whole Hearted Wednesday 

Pastor Rebecca offers a brief devotion                                               
to recenter us midweek  
Throwback Thursday 

We look back to memories from long ago,                                    
and sometimes not so long ago   
Family Favorites Friday 

We can hear from one another about favorite memories 
from the summer or favorite activities our families do  



 
 

 
 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
Events this January 

     
 

A very special Thank You to all                   
of the Sunday School music                        

directors, volunteers, and families  
who helped with this yearôs                      

Childrenôs Christmas Program ~                       
ñA Quizzical Christmas!ò  

We had so much fun and it wouldnôt    
have been possible without you! 

 
 

 

Winter Youth Retreat  
at Camp Lucerne 
January 23-25, 2026 
Please keep our First UMC Youth Group                
in prayer, as 11 students (grades 6-11) and 
three chaperones will be attending the                  
annual Winter Youth Retreat at Lake                    
Lucerne, January 23rd-25th! The group will 
connect  with  other  youth  in community at 

camp, while enjoying all of the winter activities (both indoor 
and outdoor) that Lake Lucerne offers:  camp-style worship 
and faith exploration, sledding, broomball, indoor large group 
games, and so much more! 

 

Youth Room Decor Team 
We are in the middle of an exciting 
Youth Room Refresh here at First 
UMC! The walls have already been 
transformed with a fresh coat of paint 
and the Youth Group is looking for      
help to complete the space. Do you 
enjoy interior decorating? Arranging                          
furniture? Would you be able to help 
by   donating   fabric   and/or    sewing 
pillow covers? The creative possibilities are endless, and we 
would be so happy to collaborate with you! Reach out to               
Ms. Jessica if you would like to be a part of the Decor Team! 

 

Grow! 
 

Youth Group                       
Programming  

Wednesday, January 14th - Serve!  
4:15 pm - 5:00 pm - After School Program 
5:00 pm - 5:30 pm - Praise and Worship Music 
5:30 pm - 7:15 pm - Supper and Service project  
                                 in Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, January 21st - Grow! 
4:15 pm - 5:00 pm - After School Program 
5:00 pm - 5:30 pm - Camp Praise Songs 
5:30 pm - 6:00 pm - Supper in Fellowship Hall 
6:00 pm - 7:15 pm - Winter Youth Retreat Small Group Session  

 
 
 

 
Family Programming                     
Family Fun for All Ages! 

These fun, monthly events, created for our families at                         
First Church, are a great way to get to know others and                     
get active in the life of the church!  
 

Mark your calendars now for these upcoming activities!  
 

§ Thursday, January 8th @ 4:00 pm:  Ice-Skating Night                             
                                                              at The Plaza 

§ Sun., February 15th @ 10:15 am:  Lenten Learning Stations 

§ Sunday, March 29th @ 10:15 am:  Breakfast with the Bunny 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday School resumes on               
January 4th with a whole group 
lesson in Fellowship Hall! 

 

Join us for Sunday School in 2026! 
4K - 8th Grade Sunday School 10:15 am - 11:15 am 

 

4K - 2nd Grade (Room 7 in Lower Level) 
3rd Grade (Room 6 in Lower Level) 
4th - 5th Grade (Room 205 upstairs) 
6th - 8th Grade (Room 207 upstairs) 

  First UMC News -  Page 3 

FUMC Menôs Breakfast 
First and Third Saturdays 

8:30 am 
Come join us for a social breakfast at Four 
Seasons Restaurant, 1104 S. Commercial St., 

Neenah, on the first and third Saturday of each month. Men                 
of all ages are invited to be a part of this group so come join     
us for a meal and social discussions. The food is always                   
delicious and the vast topics of our discussions are relevant 
and most interesting. Watch for reminders on the church                    
calendar. Our next social will be on Saturday, December 20th. 

 

Christmas Holiday Break 
The church office will be closed  
December 24th - January 2nd. 
(Office is open until noon on Christmas Eve.) 

If an emergency should arise, 
please call the church office at 
(920)725-0166 and an emergency 
phone number will be listed.                
For non-emergencies, call the        
office at (920)725-0166 and                  
leave a message. Any non-urgent                
messages and emails will be                
returned when the office staff    
returns on Monday, January 5th. 
Thank you for allowing staff time 
off to spend with their families 
during the holiday season!  
 

Dora Hansen Trust Grants 
Application Deadline:  January 31st 

Dora Hansen lived from 1876-1967 and was a member                      
of First United Methodist Church Neenah-Menasha.                             
In her will, she left her savings to a trust. Awards from the 
Dora M. Hansen Charitable Trust make possible programs 
that would not be achieved under the normal budget of the 
church by supporting ñbenevolent, missionary, temperance, 
or other worthy charity purposes organized and operated        
exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary,                     
or educational purposesò as defined in the will of Dora M. 
Hansen. Awarded funds are not to be used in any way that 
might relieve the congregation of normal operating or                     
benevolent obligations. 
 

Highest priority for awards may be for activities or projects 
that support or are directly related to the goals of First United                   
Methodist Church Neenah-Menasha, involving membership 
and the community in outreach programs in a way that 
strengthen the church and its members; as well as activities 
or projects that further the Kingdom of Christ in our local 
church, our community, our state, our nation, and the world. 
 

Applications are due by January 31, 2026, after which               
the Dora Hansen Committee will review at their                              
subsequent meeting in March and notify all candidates                   
by March 15, 2026. Applications, along with detailed                          
guidelines, are available on the church website under the 
ñMissionsò tab at the top or in the church office. Completed 
applications may be dropped off at the church office, mailed 
to the church, or emailed to fumcnmdorahansen@gmail.com 
and they will be forwarded to the committee. 
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 2025-26 Packers Concessions Season - Donôt Be Left Out! 
Volunteers Needed for Packers Concession 
Take the Lambeau Leap and become a volunteer today! 

 

Donôt be left out! It is your favorite team's season and with it the opportunity to earn funds for the ministries of your favorite 
church, FUMC - N/M! We are now recruiting volunteers for any postseason games at Lambeau Field beginning January 10th. 
Earnings/volunteers for 2025 games ranged between $326 and $437/game and averaged $371. See Al at the Scrip table on                  
Sundays or email him at aakmtk@tds.net for more information on what we do. Total Scrip + Packers Concession earnings for 
FUMC now total more than $1/2 million. 
 

Times are game starting times - arrival times at Lambeau are about 3 1/2 - 4 hours earlier. 

Event with game starting time: 

January 10, 11, or 12         Possible post season game 

January 17 or 18         Possible post season game  

January 25          Possible post season game 



Serve!  

Fox Valley Community Table 
Noon Meal - January 17th 

Volunteers and Donations Needed 
On Saturday, January 17th, FUMC is                    
responsible for the noon meal at the                     
Fox Valley Community Table located at                 
St. Paul Lutheran Church (across from the                
Y in Neenah). Volunteers are needed to help 
prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal.     
If you would like to donate food or volunteer 

your time, please contact Helen Kurka at hlkurka@aol.com. 
Monetary donations are appreciated to help purchase food                   
for our meals. 
 

Fox Valley Community Table 
January Collection:  Toilet Paper 

During the month of January, weôll be collecting 
toilet paper to be given to folks who eat at the  
Fox Valley Community Table. Donated items can 
be placed on the Missions table in the Commons. 
A huge thank you goes to the many FUMC                     

members who faithfully support this local mission project.  
 

Fox Valley Community Table 
Thanksgiving Meal 

FUMC served a Thanksgiving meal, including turkey,                  
dressing, mashed potatoes, and gravy on Saturday, November 
15th. A record 120 meals were served! A total of 108 items 
from our church were given away including hand soap,                   
shampoo, and laundry detergent. Many folks expressed their 
gratitude for this meal. The generosity of FUMC members was 
greatly appreciated by those who came to eat and those who 
received our donations.  
 

United Women in Faith 
Miriam Circle  
United Women in Faith, Miriam Circle, 
will meet Thursday, January 15, 2026 at  
1:00 pm in Room 106 and by Zoom for 
those   who    cannot    attend    in   person.             

Our program will be World Relief Wisconsin. Please join us as 
we look at the current state for refugees and immigrants in               
our community. 

 

Close Knit Friends 
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 

Close Knit Friends meets weekly on Wednesdays 
from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm in the Commons. Time 
together with friends and yarn brightens these dark days of 
winter while creating warmth for those in need. We donate 
many of our knitted goods - hats, mittens, and scarves to those 
in need through Pillars. We make prayer shawls to give to     
persons needing to feel the warmth of God's love during                     
difficult times. Join us - whether youôre a beginner or                         
experienced knitter/crocheter or to just spend time together!   

 
 

 
 

Asbury Club 
Sunday, January 11th 

Asbury Club is an adult group which meets for a potluck meal 
and game night on the second Sunday each month.                         
Asbury Club will meet on Sunday, January 11th at 5:00 pm. 
Games and playing cards will be available or bring a game that 
you would like to share. If possible, bring your plate, cup,                
and silverware. Ice water will be provided. If you have                   
questions contact the Tribbeys, Karths, Ericksons, or Kurkas. 
All are welcome!  
 

Supper and Service 
Wednesday, January 14th 

5:30 pm 

Join us for dinner at 5:30 pm and 
then together we can join in the 
work of Godôs Kingdom.                       
This month, we will be working 
together to make soup jars for 
Community Table. Dinner is $3/
person or $10 max for families. 
To  help  with   our  planning   of 
dinner, we ask that you sign up on the clipboard by either door 
into the building or by filling out the form on our website                     
by Monday, January 12th. We are looking for volunteers                  
to provide dessert. If you are interested, please talk with                 
Pastor Rebecca. 
 

Lithuania Mission Trip 2026 
Our dates are set, and we are                    
excited about our upcoming                   
mission trip to Lithuania! We                 
will be heading out June 18th -                    
June 30th to connect with and be  
in ministry with our brothers and 
sisters in Lithuania. This year's trip 
will bring a unique focus of getting 
to  know Joe Riddle and his family, 

missionaries to Lithuania, as well as modeling and                                
encouraging a mission partnership for Royal Oak UMC                    
and Birģai. We would love to have you join us as we care for 
the Methodist cemetery, share in Bible studies, and visit                      
with community members in Pilviġkiai. A commitment of 
$250 is needed by January 15th, but never let the money                      
dissuade you from participation. Talk with Pastor Rebecca 
or Jeanie Kurka Reimer for more information if you                                
are interested. 

 
 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 
  P 

 United Methodist Church 

 Our partner church in Pilviġkiai, Lithuania  

 Methodism in Lithuania  

 Our enemies 

 Government leaders worldwide 

 The jobless, underemployed, and working poor     

 Military personnel & families  

 Racial, religious, and ethnic tensions 

 Continuous gun violence 

 The refugees of war 

 Compassion for people of all faiths and races 

 Repentance for those who stoke hatred and divisions 

 All the trouble spots around the world 

 Refugees displaced by conflict and violence all around                  

the world 

 Children living in poverty 

 Hate crimes 

 Migrants seeking asylum at Mexican/U.S. border 

 Persons struggling with mental illness and their families 

 Human trafficking 

 War in Ukraine 

War in Gaza  

 Genocide in Sudan  

December 7 

Peace for Katie Reimer, daughter of Jeanie and Dennis  

   Reimer, as she prepares for surgery in a week for  

   thyroid cancer 

Healing and strength for Joyce Slowatyniec as she recovers  

   from a stroke last week 

Healing, strength, and patience for Lee Erickson as he  

   recovers from hip surgery 

Healing, strength, and patience for Greg DeWet as he  

   recovers from heart bypass surgery  

Healing for Daryl Jensen who is hospitalized with  

   heart issues 

Comfort for a friend, Dan, as he feels the loss of his wife  

   to cancer 

Celebration for Jackie who was able to move into a new  

   apartment on Friday, just in time for the birth of her baby  

   on Saturday 

Prayers of gratitude for another wonderful year of  

   Serving hot chocolate to the community during A Very  

   Neenah Christmas 

November 30 

Prayers of healing and strength for Dennis Robertson  

   as he recovers from chemo and radiation treatments  

   for his cancer.  

November 23 

Prayers for my cousin Chris who just finished her fourth  

   chemo treatment, with two to go 

Prayers for my friendôs aunt who is under hospice care 

Prayers for my cousin and his wife who recently found  

   out their baby has Trisomy 18 

2025 Christmas Poinsettias 
have been given in honor and  

in memory of these loved ones: 
  

 ̈Bob & Julie Reinke in memory of Susan Guenther 

 ̈Merry Beverlin in memory of Ken, Caleb, and Josh 

 ̈Bob & Sandy Totten in memory of our parents 

 ̈Patsy Vegter in memory of Susan Nolls 

 ̈Lori Oliphant in memory of my father 

 ̈Erica San Dretto in honor of family and friends 

 ̈Scott & Lisa Williams in honor of our children                                 

and grandchildren 

 ̈Sue Martin in honor of Harold and Janice Martin;                      

Gordy and Gerry Heisel; and Sam and Jean Duginski 

 ̈Deb Langacker in memory of Mike Langacker and                             

our parents                                   

 ̈Troy & Ashley Vandermause in memory of Aiden Troy 

Vandermause 

 ̈Ken & Megan Karth in memory of Bob and Joan Smith               

and in honor of Gladys Karth 

 ̈Marie Cork in honor of my parents, Don and Ardene Starr 

 ̈Ann Zarnoth in memory of my husband, Jim, and parents, 

Jim and Dorothy Kreiss 

 ̈Dennis & Jeanie Reimer in honor of our children                              

and grandchildren 

 ̈Ben & Carrie Walters in memory of our grandparents 

(Barnet, Brayton, Walters, and Schmidt) 

 ̈Peter & Tara Schipferling in memory of Verla Jones 

 ̈Dave & Brenda Lautenschlager in memory of our mothers, 

Joanne Bracher and Elda Lautenschlager 

 ̈Andy & Nancy Irvine in memory of our parents,                            

Alex and Mary Jean Irvine and Joe and Betty Harrity 

 ̈Emory & Trudie Luebke in memory of Harold and Lucille 

Luebke, Ely and Hazel Breaker, and Clarence, Marie, and 

Bernard Radloff 

 ̈Myra deWet in memory of my parents, ñDocò and                       

Marguerite DeWeese 

 ̈Carrol & Nancy Spencer in honor of our three sons:                      

David, Neal, and Allen 

 ̈In memory of our grandparents 
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January Monthly Mission:                   

Pillars   
Pillars is our January Monthly Mission recipient. They                         
provided temporary shelter for 670 adults and 150 children last 
year, including motel vouchers when shelters are full on frigid 
winter nights. But they do SO MUCH more! Pillars has                     
programs that last year prevented 300 adults from becoming 
homeless. Their Resource Center serves an average of 50                 
people on weekdays to find help for health, housing, and social 
needs. Last year, 480 adults and children were assisted with 
1:1 counseling and/or rental adjustments to encourage                          
stability. Pillars is filling one of the most basic needs in our 
community. Letôs help them continue that work! Gifts can be 
given online at www.fumcnm.org, through brown mission                         
envelopes, or marking your offering envelopes with                        
ñJanuary Monthly Missionò or ñPillars.ò Thank you for your 
demonstration of care for our neighbors in need!  

Thank you for a Very Successful 
A Very Neenah Christmas! 

Once again we had a great event 
reaching out to the community                    
at A Very Neenah Christmas! We 
handed out nearly 800 candy canes 
with invitations to Christmas Eve 
and Sunday worship! We served 
560 cups of hot chocolate! We         
received $338.81 to support our                  
Snack Pack ministry! Thank you                
to Helen Kurka, Denise Tribbey, 
Tara Schipferling, Linda Kehl, and 
Mary Erickson  for  all  the planning 
they did to get us ready! Thank you to the many people who 
donated marshmallows, whipping cream, and monetary gifts 
for supplies! Thank you to all those individuals who braced the 
cold to offer warm hospitality! Together we shared the love               
of Jesus that warms the body and soul!  
 

                                                        Methodists Care for Creation 

Just about every religion and Christian denomination has a group working on creation care. It is wonderful that though history 
has witnessed many disagreements and even wars fought over religion, people of different faiths mostly agree that caring for   
creation is a moral issue. How does our denomination look at this issue, both as individual members, and as church leadership?  
 

The UMC 2025 ñAmerican Climate Metrics Surveyò queried over 1000 members of the UMC, representing the national                   
membership. They found: 

¶ 95% of Methodists were very or somewhat concerned about climate change, vs 71% of the general population (and these 
numbers have increased since 2023). 

¶ Methodists were more likely to take actions like conserving energy at home and driving fuel efficient cars. Methodists report 
that they  discuss climate change, most with family and friends, and next often, at church.  

 

AND, when they were asked to agree or disagree with, ñMy congregation should do more to address climate change as part                
of our care of creation,ò 89% said they ñtotally agreed.ò 7% disagreed, 4% were not sure. We were gratified to know so many 
Methodists are concerned about the care of our planet and thankful for the support of our own congregation.  

 

The UMC group working on creation care is UM Creation Justice and they are inspiring! Their website includes ideas, news, and 
even worship plans and liturgies. They have a Facebook page, offer a free monthly newsletter, and Zoom presentations.           
Their work is to inform and help the UMC practice creation care, in every conference and every congregation. In September, 
UM Creation Justice wrote a lengthy letter to the Council of Bishops about the urgency and morality of creation care. And in                   
a letter dated November 4, 2025, the bishops responded, to them, and all of us.  
 

A copy of this letter is posted on the Green Team bulletin board and is worth reading. The bishops reference both. biblical                    
mandates to care for creation. and scientific data that makes our responses to climate change especially urgent. The letter                     
includes action steps to be taken at the conference, district and local church level. These actions include creating Green Teams, 
implementing sustainable practices for church properties, committing to net zero green house gas emissions, and              
establishing conference ñCaretakers of Godôs Creation Coordinators.ò 
 

Our FUMC NM Green Team was started because members of our church family felt creation care was an issue of faith,            
we wanted to learn more, do more, and invite others to join our efforts. January 2026 will be the first anniversary of the                    
Green Team and a time to reflect on the past year and where we are going in the future. 
 

Is creation care a concern for you? Watch the newsletter and our bulletin board for upcoming meeting dates and other            
information. Working towards solving problems is a great antidote for climate anxiety. Our next meeting will be Monday,           
January 5th at 6:00 pm in Room 106. You are invited to join us!  
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Jerry and John making a candy cane lane       Colbys and Pavlaks warming up with hot chocolate          Handing out candy canes  

                             Enjoying a dinner break                                                                Hot chocolate serving crew 

                   A welcome site to warm up with hot chocolate!                             Our hot chocolate crew - John, Helen, and Linda 

A very successful A Very Neenah Christmas! Thank you to the 
many volunteers who helped to make this such a special night! 



The Faces of First Church in December! 

                                  Family Movie Night in our freshly painted Youth Room                                                         Green Team display                       Green Team receives recognition                                           Voices of Praise offers Advent cantata 

Youth Group ready to decorate the sanctuary!   An annual decorating tradition   Maddie and Isla work together   Decorating in Fellowship Hall          Emma decorating tree       A great group working together to decorate!    Youth Group pizza dinner and lots of laughter! 

A donkey (Chloe) makes Children's Time special during Advent   Jonah, Emma, & Amelia at movie night            Sally, Audrey, & Annabelle             First UMC members with sponsorship plaque from Habitat for Humanity        Deb offers a Bible and blessing to Tou 


